
Bolton United Church – Sunday Worship 
May 2, 2021  

Fifth Sunday of Easter / Mental Health Focus 
Communion  

Prelude 
Lighting of the Christ Candle: 
Introit: VU 161 Welcome, Happy Morning VERSE 1 
 
Words: Venantius Fortunatus ca. 582; J. Ellerton 1868, rev. Hymns for Today’s Church 1982 
Music: Frances Ridley Havergal 1871 
 
1  
Welcome, happy morning! 
age to age shall say; 
hell today is vanquished, 
heaven is won today: 
come then, True and Faithful, 
now fulfil your word; 
this is your third morning: 
rise, O buried Lord! 
 
Refrain 
Welcome, happy morning! 
age to age shall say, 
hell today is vanquished, 
heaven is won today! 
 
Welcome & Announcements:  Please note: Worship services are currently virtual.  As offering 
plates are also now virtual, you are invited to sign up for PAR, or to donate online (details are 
the website, follow the link). You can use e-transfer by sending donations to 
donations@boltonunitedchurch.com 
You are invited to type prayer requests into the chat of the live stream worship.  
 
Acknowledging the Land      
We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the 
Anishinaabe peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their 
stewardship as we worship, listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, 
the Holy One of Blessing.   
Prelude: 
 
Hymn: MV 144 Like a Healing Stream 
 
Words and Music: Buce Harding, 2003 



1 
Like a healing stream in a barren desert, 
Spirit water bringing life to dusty earth, 
God is trickling through our lives as in a stream unfolding, 
Promising revival and rebirth… 
Like a healing stream 
 
2 
Like a gentle rain on a thirsty garden, 
Spirit water come to nourish tiny seed, 
God is bubbling through the soil to coax a new creation, 
yearning for an end to want and need… 
like a gentle rain 
 
3 
Like a river strong with a resless current, 
Spirit water rushing to a distant shore, 
God is craving out a channel in a new direction, 
Calling for and end to hate and war… 
Like a river strong. 
 
4 
Like a mighty sea reaching far horizons, 
Spirit water with a love both deep and wide, 
God is working in our hearts to shape a new tomorrow: 
God will always challenge and provide! 
Like a mighty sea… 
like a river strong… 
like a gentle rain 
like a healing stream. 
 
Call to Worship:  
 One: We gather today from different places, some from the confines of your homes, some 
from hospital beds, long term care homes, retirement communities and from near and far. We 
gather to reflect, to ponder and to ask questions. We come despite a Pandemic that is ravishing 
the world to ponder our personal and collective journeys. Despite the many challenges we 
come to reflect upon your love for us. We know that there are many around us suffering the 
effects of mental illness, we pray that your Love may ignite their hearts.  We come knowing 
that no matter what curve balls life throws us God’s Love is unwavering.  
 
Hymn: VU 562 Jesus Calls Us   
 
Words Cecil Frances Alexander, 1852, alt. 
Music: William Herbert Jude, 1874 



 
1 
Jesus calls us, o'er the tumult 
of our life's wild restless sea, 
day by day his clear voice sounding, 
saying, "Christian, follow me." 
 
2 
Long ago apostles heard it 
by the Galilean lake, 
turned from home and toil and kindred, 
leaving all for Jesus' sake. 
 
3 
Jesus calls us from the worship 
of the vain world's golden store, 
from each idol that would keep us, 
saying, "Christian, love me more." 
 
4 
In our joys and in our sorrows, 
days of toil and hours of ease, 
still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
"Christian, love me more than these." 
 
5 
Jesus calls us: by your mercies, 
Saviour, may we hear your call, 
give our hearts to your obedience, 
serve and love you best of all. 
 
Opening Prayer: (unison)  
Loving God, we come before you in times of brokenness, yet, ready to receive your Love and 
wholeness this day.  We gather at a time when our world is hurting from the effects of a 
Global Pandemic where so many lives have been lost. We grieve for them.  We remember 
also those struggling with issues of mental health, we pray that they may feel the warmth of 
your love and be drawn closer to you.  We recognise that there is a sense of fear, 
hopelessness, disharmony, conflicts, and a lack of trust for each other. We come waiting to 
hear your words of life for us. Help us as we wait to prepare ourselves to receive all that you 
have for us today. Open our hearts to become vessels of change today and always. (Silence). 
 
Assurance of Hope:   
Let us hear the good news of God for the people of God! Through the gift of grace, we 
remember God’s promise never to abandon us. God promises to journey with us in times of 



tribulations and times of joy. God is present with us. God’s love never changes, there is great 
joy in knowing that we are loved unconditionally.  Thanks be to God.  Amen!  
 
Anthem: Lamb of God / arr. by Elwood Coggin 
 
We Listen to God’s Word 
 
Scripture : John 21: 1-19 NIV 
 
Jesus and the Miraculous Catch of Fish 
1 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this 
way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons 
of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told 
them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night 
they caught nothing. 
4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was 
Jesus. 
5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 
“No,” they answered. 
6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, 
they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 
7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter 
heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it 
off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of 
fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a 
fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed 
back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so 
many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the 
disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the 
bread, and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus 
appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
Jesus Reinstates Peter 
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” 
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you 
know all things; you know that I love you.” 



Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself 
and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to 
indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 
 
One : A Reading from the New Testament.  
 
Reflection:          Rev. Eleanor Scarlett 
The Response: 
                   
Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are not together in this space. We 
acknowledge our gifts through PAR, cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves, 
online donations, time, talents, and selves.  
 
Offering Prayer: (unison) 
Loving God, we offer our gifts of self, time, talents, and money.  We make these offerings to 
you as a sign of your kingdom here on earth. May those suffering from mental illness, the 
lowly, the broken hearted and the fearful find comfort in knowing that they are not alone. 
Embolden us to see you in our neighbours as we see ourselves. Help us to walk with the 
hungry, the homeless and hopeless. May these gifts offered here today bring transformation 
to the worlds broken! This we pray in Your name. Amen!   
 
Service at the Table: 
Communion Liturgy 
 
One: Jesus said, where two or three come together in my name, I am also with you. On the 
night before he died, Jesus had a meal with his friends. While they were eating, he took bread, 
gave thanks to God, broke it and said, this is my body which is given for you. Do this in memory 
of me. After supper he took the cup and said, this cup is God's new covenant, whenever you 
drink it, do it in memory of me.  
We meet together as friends of Jesus; we gather today like those before us to share in a 
community meal. We also remember the faith that has been passed on to us by those in every 
generation who dared to follow Jesus. We remember too, that we belong to community that is 
inspired by the radical love of Jesus. Therefore, whenever we gather it is right to greet one 
another as sisters and brothers.  
Jesus took bread and wine, common things to ordinary people; he gave new meaning to them. 
In the same way God can use and transform us ordinary people to become extraordinary. Let us 
now offer ourselves and our gifts to be part of God's transformative vision for our world.  
 
All: Lord, receive these gifts, harvest of the earth and product of our hands. We humbly ask 
you to accept us as we are; flawed people seeking your grace. Use us to bring glory to your 
name.   
You have loved us long before we have known or loved you. In the life, teachings, death and 
resurrection of Jesus you showed that nothing can destroy your love; or separate us from 



you. You welcome us as Jesus welcomed all who sought to follow him; young and old, the 
lowly and the powerful, saints and strangers, the vulnerable, the sick and the healthy, and all 
who search for your truth. 
With thank you O, Christ. Help us to recognise your presence; teach us how to grow in your 
love. By your Spirit, may this bread and wine unite us with Christ and give us life and 
wholeness. Amen! 
 
The Breaking of Bread and the Sharing of The Cup: 
The bread which we break is a symbol of Christ broken body, it comes from the grain of the soil 
common to most peoples.   
The cup which we drink is a sharing of Christ’s love poured out for us, it comes from the fruit of 
the vine; given as a reminder that we are loved unconditionally. 
One: In Communion, God binds us together as members of one family. Let us remember to care 
for one another as God cares for us and for all of creation.  Let us remember our responsibilities 
to love and respect each other just as Christ loves us.  
 
The Elements are served: 

The Body of Christ! 

Jesus Christ the Cup of Life 
 
Pastoral prayer & Prayers of the People. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: 
for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen  
 
The Sending Forth 
 
Hymn: VU 567 Will You Come and Follow Me 
 



Words: The Iona Community, 1987 
Music: Scottish Traditional, arr. The Iona Community, 1987 
1 
Will you come and follow me 
if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know 
and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown 
in you and you in me? 
 
2 
Will you leave yourself behind 
if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind 
and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare 
should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer 
in you and you in me? 
 
3 
Will you let the blinded see 
if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free 
and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, 
and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean 
in you and you in me? 
 
4 
Will you love the “you” you hide 
if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside 
and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you've found 
To reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound 
In you and you in me? 
5 
Christ, your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name. 



Let me turn and follow you 
and never be the same. 
In your company I'll go 
where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow 
in you and you in me. 
 
Commissioning & Benediction: 
Go with God’s love. 
Go with long memories of the songs and stories of our faith. 
Go knowing that you are the hands and feet of Christ in our world. 
Go with courage, be safe, stay healthy, love your neighbours and friends.  
Go with the peace and love of God, know that God goes with you. 
 
Choral Closing: VU 161 Welcome, Happy Morning VERSE 4 
 
Words: Venantius Fortunatus ca. 582; J. Ellerton 1868, rev. Hymns for Today’s Church 1982 
Music: Frances Ridley Havergal 1871 
 
4 
Loose our souls imprisoned, 
bound with Satan's chain; 
all that now is fallen, 
raise to life again! 
Show your face in brightness, 
shine the whole world through; 
hope returns with daybreak, 
life returns with you. 
 
Refrain 
Welcome, happy morning! 
age to age shall say, 
hell today is vanquished, 
heaven is won today! 
 
Postlude:   
 
Words to music and permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE with license A – 720691 and CCLI #3164174. All rights reserved. 


