
Bolton United Church 

Good Friday Service - April 10, 2020 

   

Imagine you were present on that first Good Friday, what feelings emerged for you. Were you afraid, you 
might be recognised as one of Jesus’ followers? Its now two thousand years later how is this day different? 
How do you plan to spend it?  
 
Offer a prayer of thanksgiving 
  
Hymn: 144 VU Were You There (verses 1, 2) www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLJ0IjLAmOA 
 
Opening Prayers  
The Cross invites us to a place of discovery. 
We stand by while the evil and the powerful display contempt against the poor and vulnerable of our world. 
The Cross calls us to compassion. 
Can we stand idly by, while God’s cherished ones are suffering intensely?  
The Cross calls us to questions our loyalty. The disciples are hiding while Jesus is dying.  
Where are we when the cost of friendship is so high?  
Where are we when the Cross signals God’s everlasting love 
Do we remain in the shadows for fear of being taken?  
Come let us open the doors to embrace God’s love, a love that is stronger than death. Amen!  
 
Silence 
 
Hymn: 144 VU Were You There (Verses 3, 4, 5) www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLJ0IjLAmOA 
 

John 19: 28-30 

 

Reflections - see attached 

Silence 

Prayer 
God of life and of death, you have called us to this day of crucifixion yet again: a story we would rather 
avoid. You call us to take our place at the foot of the cross, a place of shame and glory. A place of betrayal 
we would rather forget, a journey we would sooner not take. Yet we come to learn again what love means 
for us, especially at this time when our world is in chaos because of the coronavirus.  Hold us precious 
Jesus, draw us close to you, guide us to the path that offers transformation. Help us to see the cross in new 
and meaningful ways. Tarry with us a while longer as we cling to the message the cross holds for us. In your 
name we humbly pray. Amen. 
 
Hymn 135 VU Beneath the Cross of Jesus  www.youtube.com/watch?v=0G3-KsR9AAI 

Sit quietly for a while, as you do give thanks for all that you have 
 
Hymn: Were You There 

1.Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLJ0IjLAmOA
www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLJ0IjLAmOA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0G3-KsR9AAI


Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

2. Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

3. Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

 

4.Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

 

5. Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 

Hymn: Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

 

1. Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand, 

the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land, 

a home with in the wilderness, a rest upon the way, 

from the burning of the noontide heat and the burden of the day. 

 

2. Upon the cross of Jesus mine eyes at times can see 

the very dying form of one who suffered there for me, 

and from my stricken heart with tears two wonders I confess: 

the wonders of redeeming love and my own unworthiness. 

 

3. I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place; 

I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face; 

content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss; 

my sinful self my only shame, my glory all, the cross. 

 


