
Bolton United Church – Sunday Worship 
Easter 6  

Mother’s Day, Mothering Sunday Christian Family Sunday  
May 9, 2021 

Prelude 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
Introit:  VU 161 Welcome, Happy Morning VERSE 1 
 
Words: Venantius Fortunatus ca. 582; J. Ellerton 1868, rev. Hymns for Today’s Church 1982 
Music: Frances Ridley Havergal 1871 
 
1  
Welcome, happy morning! 
age to age shall say; 
hell today is vanquished, 
heaven is won today: 
come then, True and Faithful, 
now fulfil your word; 
this is your third morning: 
rise, O buried Lord! 
 
Refrain 
Welcome, happy morning! 
age to age shall say, 
hell today is vanquished, 
heaven is won today! 
 
Welcome & Announcements:  Please note: Worship services are currently virtual.  As offering plates are also 
now virtual, you are invited to sign up for PAR, or to donate online (details are the website, follow the link). You 
can use e-transfer by sending donations to donations@boltonunitedchurch.com 
You are invited to type prayer requests into the chat of the live stream worship.  
 
Acknowledging the Land      
We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabe 
peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their stewardship as we worship, 
listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.   
 
Hymn: VU 341 Fairest Lord Jesus 
 
Words: from the German 1677 trans. Church Chorals and Choir Studies 1850, alt. 

Music: Silesian folk melody in Schleische Volkslieder 1842, 

1 
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature, 
O thou of God to earth come down: 
thee will I cherish, thee will I honour, 
thou my soul's glory, joy, and crown. 
 



2 
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 
robed in the blooming garb of spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
who makes the woeful heart to sing. 
 
3 
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, 
and fair the twinkling, starry host; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 
than all the angels heaven can boast. 
 
4 
All fairest beauty heavenly and earthly, 
wondrously, Jesus, is found in thee; 
none can be nearer, fairer or dearer 
than thou, my Saviour, art to me. 
 
The Call to Worship:  
We gather today to reflect upon those who have Mothered us. 
We pause to give thanks for those who are carrying out these important roles amongst us! 
Let us give thanks for the many who have given birth from their womb and those from their hearts. 
Help us make this day more open to those who don’t fit the traditional model of family and feel left out of this 
special day. (Silence) 
 
Opening Prayer and Confession (unison) 
Loving God, Creator of us all, we gather on this Christian Family Sunday, Mother’s Day, Mothering Sunday to 
reflect upon the meaning of these words for us. 
For some, this is a joyous day, they truly understand what it means, for many this day is painful, difficult 
and hard to understand. We pray that the joys of this day be relived, the pain, the difficulties and the 
trauma this day may have caused be recognised into this sacred moment.  (Silence)   
 
Assurance of Hope:  
God’s grace is given freely to all, there is no cost. 
Let us lean into the everlasting arm of God, and as we do, 
Let us feel the heartbeat of God welcoming us as families, sisters, brothers, and friends.  
God understands our pain, and our compassion, and offers us new beginnings.  
Thanks be to God for the gift of grace!   
 
Anthem: Sing Ye Joyfully / by Don Besig 
 

We Listen to God’s Word 
Scripture : 1 : John 4 : 7-21 NIV 
God’s Love and Ours 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and 
knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love 
among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since 



God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, 
God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 
13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and 
testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made complete among us 
so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in 
love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made 
perfect in love. 
19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For 
whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not 
seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 
 
One : A Reading from the New Testament.  
 
Hymn: VU 333 Love Divine 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1747  
Music: Rowland Hwv Prichard 1834 

1 
Love divine, all loves excelling,  
joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling,  
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus thou art all compassion,  
pure, unbounded love thou art;  
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart.  
 
2 
Come, almighty to deliver;  
let us all thy grace receive;  
suddenly return and never,  
nevermore thy temples leave.  
Thee we would be always blessing,  
serve thee as thy hosts above,  
pray and praise thee without ceasing,  
glory in thy perfect love.  
 
3 
Finish, then, thy new creation;  
pure and spotless let us be;  
Let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee, 
changed from glory into glory,  
till in heaven we take our place,  
till we cast our crowns before thee,  
lost in wonder, love, and praise.  



  
Reflection:                                                                                          Rev. Eleanor Scarlett 

The Response 
 
Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are not together in this space. We acknowledge our gifts 
through PAR, cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves, online donations, time, talents, and 
selves.  
 
Offering Prayer: (unison) 
Loving God, we offer our gifts of self, time, talents, and money.  We make these offerings to you as a sign of 
your kin-dom here on earth. May Your Light embolden us to see our neighbours as we see ourselves. Help us 
to walk with the hungry, the homeless and hopeless. May these gifts offered here today bring transformation 
to the worlds broken! This we pray in Your name. Amen!   
 
Pastoral prayer & Prayers of the People. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

The Sending Forth 
Hymn: VU 670 Precious Lord, Take My Hand  
 
Words: Thomas A Dorsey 1932 
Music: George N Allen 1844, adapt. Thomas A Dorsey 1932 
1 
Precious Lord, take my hand, 
lead me on, let me stand, 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn, 
through the storm, through the night, 
lead me on to the light: 
take my hand, precious Lord, 
lead me home. 
2 
When my way grows drear, 
Precious Lord, linger near, 
When my life is almost gone, 
Hear my cry, hear my call, 
hold my hand lest I fall: 
take my hand, precious Lord, 
lead me home. 
3 
When the darkness appears, 
and the night draws near, 
and the day is past and gone, 
at the river I stand, 
Guide my feet, hold my hand: 
take my hand, precious Lord, 
lead me home. 
 
Commissioning & Benediction 
 



Go with God’s love. 
Go with long memories of the songs and stories of our faith. 
Go knowing that you are the hands and feet of Christ in our world. 
Go with courage, be safe, stay healthy, love your neighbours and friends.  
Go with the peace and love of God, know that God goes with you. 
 
Choral Closing: VU 161 Welcome, Happy Morning VERSE 4 
 
Words: Venantius Fortunatus ca. 582; J. Ellerton 1868, rev. Hymns for Today’s Church 1982 
Music: Frances Ridley Havergal 1871 
 
4 
Loose our souls imprisoned, 
bound with Satan's chain; 
all that now is fallen, 
raise to life again! 
Show your face in brightness, 
shine the whole world through; 
hope returns with daybreak, 
life returns with you. 
 
Refrain 
Welcome, happy morning! 
age to age shall say, 
hell today is vanquished, 
heaven is won today! 
 
Postlude:   
 
Words to music and permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license A – 720691 and CCLI #3164174. All rights reserved. 


