
Reflection Sunday October 25, 2020 

Can We Love God and Not Neighbours? 

Text Matthew 22, 34-42, preached at Bolton United Church by Reverend Eleanor Scarlett 

 

In today’s reading known as the great commandments we are called to love. What then, is love? Love is defined 

as a strong affection for another, the natural love for a child, a warm attachment, a deep sense of assurance. 

There is also another love, one that goes beyond physical and that is the love of God, God’s unconditional love, 

a love revealed in Jesus the Christ, a love so deep that it transcends our humanity. The late Henri Nouwen 

describes love in the following way “God’s first love,” according Nouwen is unconditional and unlimited and is 

found in the heart of Jesus.  

Is it possible to love God and neighbours especially now when our world is in such chaos? This past week we 

have seen and heard about conflicts as well as the destruction by fire of the Mi’kmaq Fishing Industry. We have 

also seen the ongoing conflicts in Caledonia, Ontario where a twenty-year-old ugly conflict between the Native 

Communities and the Ontario Government has resurfaced with the OPP at the helm.  There is also an ugly face 

of racism that has emerged and can be seen and felt pretty well everywhere.  

We ask, what could be the root cause of these issues. Some argue that the pandemic is playing a major role in 

issues of around race and issues of social and political justice. We have heard the statement that we are all in 

this together, is it really true? Has the coronavirus been a leveler?   I do not believe it is, I believe that it is rather 

as a revealer. It has brought to light the other side of inequality between the health care systems, the rich and 

the poor, the homeless, the vulnerable, the migrant workers and those who are different. 

How then, do we as people of faith respond to this love we are called to into? Today’s reading from Matthew 

22, known as the great commandments, calls us to love God and neighbours as we love ourselves!  

At the turn of the century artists were called to create images of what Jesus might look like in today’s world. At 

the time, I was on the writing team of the Bible Quest Curriculum our sessions were held in St. Louis at a Catholic 

Retreat Centre. It was there that I experienced an epiphany as I viewed the final entries to the Jesus 2000.  

These images were presented as male and female sex workers, homeless men and women, prisoners, 

transgender, dancers, young and old and persons of every race and creed. The winning piece was that of a male 

Black with locked hair, the runner’s ups were a female sex worker and a homeless veteran sitting outside a 

fenced church looking in. I was moved to tears as I watched the facial expressions of all these entries along with 

the details that went into them. These images reinforced the knowledge that loving God and neighbour is a call 

to justice.  

Is it possible to love God and neighbour? If your answer is yes; who is your neighbour? For Thanksgiving I asked 

if it was possible to share a meal with a neighbour or someone we might have known who was alone, during 

these difficult times.  I know for a fact that some of you did because you told me so. How did this make you feel 

when you knew that even-though you were not gathered around the same table you shared your meal with a 

lonely neighbour or friend.   

I grew up in a home where my mother instilled in us the notion that Jesus was right here with us in the present. 

On Sundays and holidays, we were tasked to take dinners to the widows and widowers within our community. 

We had to take their meals before we could have ours. Just imagine us doing the Usain Bolt’s run so we could 



get back to have our dinners. At Easter they would receive a bun with cheese and at Christmas cakes baked 

lovingly by my mother. In looking back, we ourselves did not have much yet, I believe with all my soul that my 

mother understood the meaning of loving our neighbour. 

This past week someone posted a picture of a homeless Jesus statue outside a Cleveland area church. The priest 

hopes that the statue of a homeless Jesus will inspire conversations about how we care for those in need within 

our community.  Father Alex Martin shares that it has gotten people talking especially after someone called the 

police to report a man sleeping on the bench outside the church.  

The Homeless Jesus statue was created by Canadian Sculpture Timothy Schmalz and depicts Jesus huddled 

under a blanket on a bench.   His head is covered, and his bare feet are sticking out---displaying the wounds 

from his crucifixion.  The priest states that in the small community people do care for each other and he hoped 

that the person who called the police did so out of neighbourly love. (The call was placed less that twenty 

minutes after the statue was placed there). If this call was indeed placed out of caring then this this community 

is indeed progressive. 

As we reflect on the question, who is my neighbour, is it possible to authentically love our neighbours as we 
love ourselves. It is important for us to remember that the basis of our faith hinges on these two 
commandments. Love God, neighbour as you love yourself. The meetings of the General Council of our 
denomination met yesterday, the meeting was held by zoon. Many of us were able to log in where an historical 
moment was achieved. Our denomination has finally voted to become an Anti-Racist church.  

They said goodbye to Norah Sanders and thanked for her leadership as General Secretary for the last fourteen 
years. They also welcomed Reverend Michael Blair as the New General Secretary and covenanted with him. 
Michael is the first Black to hold this position in our church’s history and we celebrate this historic moment in 
life of our church as we live into the question of who is my neighbour. 

In Closing I would like to share the following from “A Song of Faith, “one of our credal statement.  

We sing of Jesus, a Jew, born to a woman in poverty in a time of social upheaval and political oppression. He 
knew human joy and sorrow. So filled with the Holy Spirit was he that in him people experienced the presence 
of God among them. 

We sing praise to God incarnate. Jesus announced the coming of God’s reign—a commonwealth not of 
domination but of peace, justice, and reconciliation. He healed the sick and fed the hungry. He forgave sins and 
freed those held captive by all manner of demonic powers. He crossed barriers of race, class, culture, and 
gender. He preached and practised unconditional love— love of God, love of neighbour, love of friend, love of 
enemy—and he commanded his followers to love one another as he had loved them. 
 
Thanks be to God. Amen! 
 
 

 

 

 


