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Reflections May 31, 2020 

Acts 2:1-12. Preached at Bolton United Church by Reverend Eleanor Scarlett 

Today is Pentecost - it is the church’s birthday—while growing up in Jamaica, Pentecost was one of those days 
when we worshiped with zeal and vigour. Everyone was dressed in red or bright colours trying to rekindle that 
important day in the life of the church.  It is a day when we danced and sang this old spiritual “The Holy Ghost 
Power is moving just like a magnet, we would sing and dance around the church young and old together— its 
moving here, it’s moving there, just like the day of Pentecost, the Holy Ghost power is moving just like a 
magnet.”    

Scripture tells us that the early Christian community was gathered together in one place when suddenly they 
heard what sounded like a violent wind coming from the heavens that filled the whole house. They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and rested on each of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled.  

For those of us that attended the virtual Festival of Homiletics last week, a preaching conference for ministers, 
the theme was Preaching a New Earth, Climate Change. Despite being held virtually for the first time; more than 
thirteen hundred ministers from across North America were transformed as we listened and learned from some 
of the most profound preachers and teachers. There were moments when we experienced Pentecost as 
preacher after preacher brought us to tears as they authentically preached of a new earth, climate change 
during this time of Pandemic.    

Today’s reading from Acts 2:1-12, speaks of that first Pentecost when all the believers were gathered in one 
place and there, they experienced the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the form of flames of fire. Everyone in 
that place was transformed; this was the first Pentecost - the gift of Jesus’ promise to all peoples. What does 
this mean? 

At the Festival last week, the Reverend Traci Blackmon preached Re-Centering Jesus. On Tuesday, the Reverend 
Otis Moss the 111, preached on Living with the certainty of Uncertainty. On Wednesday Reverend Anna Carter-
Florence preached When We can Breathe. Each day sermon brought new learnings and were transforming. Rev. 
Anna’s text was taken from the book of Ezekiel 37, the valley of dry bones she paused and  then stated, ‘I can’t 
breathe,’ I immediately thought of the late Eric Gardener as he lay dying at the hands of New York Police officers 
as he verbally cried out several times, ‘I can’t breathe.’  Not in my wildest dreams did I expect to see another 
Black man lay dying once again crying those same words, ‘I can’t breathe.’  

My thoughts went back to the Reverend Anna Carter-Florence preaching, was this a premonition that these 
actions would continue to happen again and again if we allow ourselves to remain in the valley of dry bones.  Or 
could it be a push for us to learn to listen deeply as creation and humanity cries out for moments of Pentecost.  
The moment that brought me to tears as I listened to her saying ‘I can’t breathe,’ were the sights of mass 
funerals caused from COVID19 and realising that mother earth is fighting back and crying out because like us 
she too can’t breathe. Or could it be that creation is crying out for a Pentecostal experience once more.   

I often wonder what it would be like for us 21st century Christians if we were part of that first gathering? How 
would we live into this Pentecost in light of COVID19? What stories will we share with others? What message  
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would we pass on to those coming after us?  Yes, we would share with them how we are the generation whose 
lives were transformed by the coronavirus and how we have learnt from our experiences to reclaim Pentecost.    

Yes, we all believe that it is plain and simple, a rush of wind that passes through and everyone is given this gift. 
We may also believe that is warm and fuzzy but is it so? I believe that it was a rock the boat moment, a moment 
in time that changed the community. Is it true that the Holy Spirit as Comforter should ease our distress and 
encourage us? Scripture reminds us that it comes to us in times of trouble to remind us of Jesus presence and 
promise for us. It is at the heart of Jesus’ discourse to his disciples who were struggling with feelings of 
separation anxiety, distressed and of being orphaned and abandoned, and in need of that kind of comfort and 
advocacy. The Holy Spirit is not comforting anyone or anything but instead is shaking things up. 

95 years ago, on June 6, the United Church came into being. It has been 95 years in which we have seen many 

changes that have taken place in our country and world. The United Church has been a voice of social and political 

justice as it strives to bring transformation to social, political and climate justice to our country and world. As a 

church we have gone through many radical changes that are truly moments of Pentecost. Pentecost calls us to 

be reflective. It calls us to remember an event that changed the course of our faith history. It is a moment in 

history with some radical shaking up that ultimately led an inclusive community of believers.  

As we wrestle with this current Pandemic, we must not lose hope, we must hold on to the promises of Jesus, “I 

will not leave you Orphans, I will send you a Comforter who will change things for you.” Pentecost calls us to 

reflect on communities and events that have affected our lives and the world around us. It was 35 years ago 

today when a Tornado ripped through Barrie and Grand Valley destroying everything in its path, lives were lost, 

buildings including Grand Valley United Church. We reflect and remember. 

God’s gift to the church is inclusive, it crosses all cultural and religious barriers; it calls us to experience God’s 

love in the faces of people we meet along the way. It challenges us to act kindly to all peoples. Here we are on 

this Pentecost celebrating God’s love for us and for the church amid the Coronavirus. It is the church’s birthday, 

the day in which God’s Spirit came upon the church and radically changed things.  

The message for the church then, is the same message for us today.  We need to be open to God’s Spirit. We 

need to allow ourselves to be transformed by God’s Spirit. God’s Spirit calls us to respond whenever and 

wherever there are injustices around us. The church cannot and must not be silent - we must act.  

We are called to live justly, to show kindness and walk humbly with our God. Pentecost calls us to shake off the 

dust from the valley of dry bones and experience life again.  It calls us even in moments when we cannot breathe 

to remember that God’s Spirit is with us and we are not alone. Friends, God’s Pentecostal Love calls us together 

as the church, not to be stoic but to shake things up so that lives may be transformed. The message for us is to 

find common grounds during these in between times. The reality of Pentecost is a message where hope will 

meet us on our journeys.  

Thanks be to God Amen. 

 


