
Bolton United Church – Sunday Worship 
March 28, 2021  

Palm Sunday 
Prelude 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Introit: VU 278 In the Quiet Curve of Evening VERSE 2 
 
Words: Julie Howard 1993 
Music: Julie Howard 1993, arr. Vera Lyons 1993 alt. 
 
2 
In the rests between the phrases, 
in the cracks between the stars, 
in the gaps between the meaning you are there, 
In the melting down of endings, in the cooling of the sun, 
in the solstice of the winter, you are there. 
 
Refrain 
You are there, you are there, you are there. 
 
Grace and peace to you and welcome to our virtual worship service: Thanks for joining us today.  
 
Announcements:  Please note: Worship services are currently virtual.  As offering plates are also now virtual, 
you are invited to sign up for PAR, or to donate online (details are the website, follow the link). You can use e-
transfer by sending donations to donations@boltonunitedchurch.com 
You are invited to type prayer requests into the chat of the live stream worship.  
 
Acknowledging the Land      
We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabe 
peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their stewardship as we worship, 
listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.   
 
The Call to Worship 
One: Hosanna! Blessed is the One who comes in God’s name!  
Holy One; with palms branches in our hands, we remember your entry into Jerusalem. We also, wave our palms 
in celebration of your love for us. 
We welcome you with open arms as our sibling, friend, and teacher who brings hope to our broken world. 
All: Hosanna Blessed is the One who comes in God’s name.  Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Hymn:  VU 646 Siyahamba (We Are Marching) 
 
Words: South African trad. Song 20th century, trans. Anders Nyberg 1984 
Music: South African trad. Song 20th century, arr. Anders Nyberg et al 1984 
1 
We are marching in the light of God, 
We are marching in the light of God. 



We are marching in the light of God, 
We are marching in the light of, 
the light of God, 
We are marching, marching, 
marching, marching, 
We are marching in the light of, 
The light of God, 
We are marching, marching, 
marching, marching, 
We are marching in the light of God 
2 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos', 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos', 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos', 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwen-, 
Khanyen' kwenkhos', 
Siyahamba, hamba, hamba, 
Siyahamba, hamba, hamba, 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwen-, 
Khanyen' kwenkhos'. 
Siyahamba, hamba, hamba, 
Siyahamba, hamba, hamba 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos'. 
Opening Prayer: & Prayer of Confession(unison)  
 
As the city gates swung open to welcome the humble One, may our hearts be open to receive Christ’s Spirit 
among us.  As Christ wept for the people, so may we weep for those who suffer at the hands of those who 
have forgotten how to love! 
As we navigate our way through this season of pandemic may we see signs of hope amongst us. May our 
worship today express the joy and sorrow, the laughter and weeping of that first Palm Sunday.  
O God, whose arrival in Jerusalem was welcomed with a show of palms and shout of praise. We confess that 
we, too, make a joyful noise at your coming but turn our backs on discipleship when the going gets tough. We 
want to serve you with our lips, but not with our lives. We say we will follow wherever you go, but, when 
others have doubts, we follow the crowd. ----- (silence) 
Forgive us, God; help us to praise you not only with our lips, but with our lives.  Amen. 
 
Assurance of Hope 
 
We live in the promise that is strong and true: 
God’s steadfast love is greater than our failings. 
God’s mercy enfolds us, God’s promises reassures us.  
God is present with us despite our surroundings.  
Siblings receive God’s grace, mercy and love today and in the days to come.  
Thanks be to God!    
 
Anthem: Refuge and Strength / by Mark Hayes 
 

We Listen for God’s Word:  
 



Scripture: Gospel Mark 14:1-15 NIV 
 
Jesus Anointed at Bethany 
 
14 Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the chief priests and 
the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. 2 “But not during the festival,” they 
said, “or the people may riot.”  3 While he was in Bethany) reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, 
a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and 
poured the perfume on his head.  4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this 
waste of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the money given to the poor.” 
And they rebuked her harshly.  6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a 
beautiful thing to me. 7 The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But 
you will not always have me. 8 She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare 
for my burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will 
also be told, in memory of her.”  10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray 
Jesus to them 11 They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched for an 
opportunity to hand him over. 
 
The Last Supper 
 
12 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb 
Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 
13 So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. 
Follow him. 14 Say to the owner of the house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I 
may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 15 He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make 
preparations for us there.” 
 
One : A Reading from the gospel of Mark.  
 
Reflection:                  Rev. Eleanor Scarlett 
 

The Response 
 
Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are not together in this space. We acknowledge our gifts 
through PAR, cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves, online donations, time, talents, and 
selves.  
 
Offering Prayer: (unison) 
Most Holy and Loving God, you invite us to journey with you. 
We join with our siblings of the faith on this our journey to Jerusalem. 
With palm branches raised high we offer our gifts of time, talent, self, and money.  
Use us and these gifts we humbly offer to help bring healing and justice to this our broken world. Amen. 
  
Pastoral prayer & Prayers of the People. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

The Sending Forth 
 



Hymn VU 135 Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
 
Words: Elizabeth Cecilia Clephane, 1868, alt. 
Music: Fredrick Charles Maker 1881 
 
1 
Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand: 
the shadow of a mighty rock 
within a weary land, 
a home within the wilderness, 
a rest upon the way, 
from the burning of the noontide heat 
and the burden of the day. 
 
2 
Upon the cross of Jesus 
my eyes at times can see 
the very dying form of one 
who suffered there for me; 
and from my smitten heart with tears 
two wonders I confess, 
the wonder of his glorious love, 
and my unworthiness. 
 
3 
I take, O cross, your shadow 
for my abiding place; 
I ask no other sunshine than 
the sunshine of his face; 
content to let the world go by, 
to know no gain nor loss, 
my sinful self my only shame, 
my glory all, the cross. 
 
Commissioning & Benediction 
Let us go from here knowing that no matter what life throws us God is with us. 
Go knowing that God’s love is stronger than death. Our siblings of the past waved palm branches shouting 
hosanna! hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in God’s name.  We are commissioned In Christ’s name to go and 
do likewise.  
 
Choral Closing: MV 222 May the Peace of God be your Peace 
 
Words and music: Neil McLaren, 2001, alt. 
 
May the peace of God be your peace. 
May the love of God be the love you show. 
May the joy of God be the joy you know, 
And may the world that God would see be found in you. 



 
Postlude 
Words to music and permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license A – 720691 and CCLI #3164174. All rights reserved 


