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“PEACE IS OF CHRIST” 

April 19, 2020, text John 20, 19-21 

 preached at Bolton United Church by Reverend Eleanor Scarlett 

 
Last Sunday we celebrated the wonderful season of Easter. We gathered from the comforts of our homes, as 
the doors to our church buildings are closed. We came together to celebrate once again the joyous season of 
Easter. We come recognising that nothing, not even the coronavirus, could prevent us from celebrating the story 
of the Risen Christ.  
 
As a community we are held together by the generous love of God’s grace. God’s promise for us is affirmed in 
the Easter story. Last week like Mary we came face to face with the reality of a God who never left us. A God 
who journeys with us, no matter how dark life’s struggles may be.  
 
Mary lingered at the tomb because the pain was too great to leave. Yet in her moment of deepest fears the 
Risen Christ called her by her name. We, like Mary, understand that call, it is a call like no other. It is a call that 
leads to transformation. No matter how much pain and grief we may be feeling the Risen Christ stands amongst 
us and offers us peace.  
 
During the last two months, we have come face to face with the world’s worst pandemic since the Spanish Flu. 
The world is radically changed. We have changed our behaviours by the way we do things, how we communicate 
and even how we live. Here in Ontario along with the rest of Canada we have been practicing self isolation and 
social distancing. 
 
People are dying at an alarming rate, this virus does not discriminate; it attacks the young, the healthy, the 
vulnerable, seniors living in residence homes and some of our front-line workers. Our hearts ache for the families 
and friends of those who have died, especially at the thought that they could not say goodbye to their loved 
ones. We, like Mary, linger at the tomb, waiting—for a sign --a message of hope.  
 
The early Jesus community gathered in one place; we were not as fortunate. Online technology gave us the 
opportunity to come together for us to hear the Easter story once again. We were excited to be a part of this 
exciting story of new life springing forth out of death. Jesus said to Mary, “Go and tell my brothers and sisters 
that I am alive.”  The One who was executed is alive, death has been conquered and lost hope restored, Jesus 
is alive. We gather today like those before us, we come to hear the story re-told; to listen to what the scriptures 
are saying to us and to find relevance in a story that turned the world upside down. 
 
The followers of Jesus remained in hiding for fear of being killed as well. They were hiding behind closed doors 
when Jesus stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and 
his side.  The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Immediately following this Jesus said, “Peace be with 
you, as the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathes on them and said, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit.”  
 
It is here the Risen Christ commissioned his early followers to carry on the task they began together. The Risen 
Christ breathes on his followers equipping them with the power of the Holy Spirit. This spirit removed their fears 
and empowered them to lead lives filled with boldness wrapped in love.   
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At Easter we celebrate the exciting news that Jesus is risen from the dead. The message preached is that Jesus 
became the first to defeat death. Let us take time this morning to see the resurrection story from a different 
perspective, and as we do, to focus on the legacy that is passed on to us.  
 
The Risen Christ stands among us and offers us peace, he then breathes on us the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
equipping and empowering us to become Easter people. We are gifted with the hopes and promises the Risen 
Christ offers. The story of Christ’s Resurrection did not end at the tomb; he is alive among us today. 
 
Some of us wrestle with the meaning of peace, especially at a time when violence and hatred is on the rise. 
Christ is calling us to embrace peace as a way of life. Is peace achievable for us?  Can we be an advocate for 
peace especially at this time? What does peace mean for us today? Can it be that the time has come for us to 
see peace in a new way? 
 
During the past month and a half, we have seen a different world, everything is at a standstill, the streets are 
bare, no one rushes. There is a sense of calm as if creation is dancing, the skies are blue, the lakes, rivers and 
oceans are collectively singing. Could this be a call for us to recognise that the peace we seek is a collective 
between humanity and creation?  
 
What message can we share with those who never experience a single moment of peace their entire life? If we 
are going to be authentic, we must see peace, no longer as an option, but rather as a human right. It is here that 
we must give ourselves permission to break down barriers that might prevent us from moving out of our comfort 
zones into the exciting transformation that comes in and through the Risen Christ.   
 
The Risen Christ challenges us to make peace part of our lives. Peace is defined as completeness, stillness and 
harmony.  It is a condition of freedom from strife whether internal or external.  Peace is a gift of God, the 
promise and climaxing of God’s unconditional love for us. Jesus the Christ is the essence of peace. Peace is of 
Christ, as churches we must live into this peace, first within ourselves and then with others.  
 
The Risen Christ enters the room and said, “Peace be with you.” Will you accept this peace? As Easter people 
we are living in the presence of God’s love; pure unconditional love, a love poured out on Calvary, a love that 
will not let us go. A love so powerful that it could not keep Jesus in the grave. When the world went black, when 
all seem lost and hopeless God broke forth reminding us that love is stronger than death.  
 
The peace that Christ gives is a peace that the world cannot give. It is a peace that comes through the One who 
first lived peace. As we continue to wrestle with the Coronavirus, it is my prayer that we do so knowing that the 
Risen Christ stands among us and offers us peace.  
 
The risen Christ breathes on us and said, peace be with you. What a joy it is to know that we are recipients of 
the gift of peace; a peace that transform lives. Let us accept Christ peace knowing that we are indeed an Easter 
people, equipped with the boldness of the Holy Spirit that the Risen Christ gives to all. Thanks be to God! 
 
 


