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“For Whom Are You Looking” 

Easter Reflections - John 20: 1-18* 
 
We gather today to celebrate the Easter story along with the message it holds for us. We come today like 
those before us to give thanks to God for bringing us this far. We come though, with heavy hearts as we find 
ourselves travelling a road we have never travelled before. A road where for the first time in the history of our 
churches we cannot gather together in one place to worship because of the Coronavirus Pandemic that is 
ravishing the world. Yet, it will not stop us from worshipping, we will gather from shore to shore by means of 
technology and we will shout our Hallelujahs.    
     
We gather today to try to re-enact that first Easter morning when Mary stood by the tomb crying; when out of 
nowhere came Jesus, no longer as the Jesus they had known and loved but as the Risen Christ.  Beginning at 
verse 13 of the text, the voice of a single solitary male asked Mary the following, “Woman, why are you crying?  
 
She answered, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have put him!”  Then she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. “Woman, why are you 
crying?” Jesus asked her, “Who are you looking for?” Mary thought he was the gardener, so she said to him, 
“sir if you took him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will come and get him.” Jesus said to her, 
“Mary!”  She turned toward him and said in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (This means teacher). Then Jesus said to her, 
“Do not hold on to me,” but go to my friends and tell them that I am returning to my father and your father, to 
my God and your God.” 
 
Let’s try to focus on Mary! Why was she so important to Jesus’ ministry and now to the emerging church? 
Who was Mary of Magdala?  In Luke Gospel 8:1-3, it gives a glimpse of who Mary was. It tells that she was one 
of several women who travelled with Jesus and the disciples through cities and villages in and around Galilee.  
We heard that she was the one "cured of evil spirits," and that within the Jesus movement she was known as 
"Magdalene."  Mary and the other women "provided for" the movement "out of their resources."  
 
All four gospels named Mary Magdalene as a witness to the death of Jesus on the cross. She was the only 
witness named in all four gospels who was present at the crucifixion. Mary could not and would not move 
from the foot of the cross. That place holds all that she had known and loved. No wonder, after the Sabbath 
very early in the morning Mary and the other women went to the tomb and found it empty.  
 
In addition, in John’s gospel she is the first to experience the resurrected Lord, who said to her, go and tell, 
what you have seen and heard.  Mary holds a special place of honour in the history of the new church 
community. Mary is the only person living or dead who was given the resurrection story.  
She was the only one who was told to go and tell. With whom will you tell the good news of Jesus’ 
resurrection? How will you respond to the Living Christ today? What stories do we have to share with those 
who are coming after you? Like Mary, how will you be remembered? Mary was told by the Risen Christ ‘to go 
and tell. ‘ 
 
We also know by the way Jesus called her name that they had an intimate relationship, one that transcends 
the human understanding. When Mary believed all that she had was lost forever; Jesus raised her up. In her 
moment of her deepest despair Jesus turned her fears into a message of hope by giving her the greatest story 
ever told. Go and tell is a message that transforms the world forever. Mary did not say my Jesus, or my friend, 
or my teacher she said, “My Lord”. As I read and re-read this text I suddenly realised that everything changed 
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at that tomb that morning not only for Mary, but for the entire world. Mary’s understanding of Jesus changed 
from friend and confidant; ‘he is now her Lord.’  
 
In her moment of deep loss and despair Mary recognised Jesus as the Risen Christ. And when he called her 
name despite the physical change, she immediately recognised his voice. No one called like her Jesus, no one 
called like her Lord.  
 
Mary Magdalene holds a unique place in the history of the Jesus story. She was the first one to find the empty 
tomb on Easter morning and the only one, in the gospel of John, to meet the Risen Christ face to face.  My 
friends, we can learn a lot from Mary, especially, of the importance of being persistence; of learning to wait 
for Jesus, her sincerity in searching for Jesus, never waivered. Mary’s indelible faith in believing what she had 
heard and seen and her enthusiasm in telling the others about the Risen Christ is a profound witness to the 
ministry of the Christian church. 
 
Her witness to the Mission and Ministry of Jesus Christ is exciting and transformative. Though she’s gotten a 
bad rap throughout the years, Mary Magdalene has a lot to teach us about how to love Jesus. She has a lot to 
teach us on how to wait on Jesus. She has a lot to teach us on how to be persistence - on how to search for 
Jesus in sincerity. She has a lot to teach us on how to enthusiastically tell others about Jesus. She can teach us 
how we can use these attributes to shine forth our light for Jesus. 
 
Despite the situations that we find ourselves in at this moment in time, we celebrate a different kind of Easter. 
We know for a fact that the Risen Christ is present with us. We are indeed an Easter People filled with hope 
and gratitude. Together we will boldly shout our Easter Hallelujah.    
 
Thanks be to God. Amen! 
 
 
 


