
Bolton United Church – Sunday Worship  
January 31, 2021 - Epiphany 4 

Prelude 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Introit: VU 55 In the Bleak Midwinter VERSE 1 AND 4 
Words: Christina Georgina Rossetti ca. 1872 
Music: Gustav Theodore Holst 1906 
 
1 
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
4 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him -- give my heart. 
 
Welcome & Announcements:  Please note: Worship services are currently virtual.  As offering plates are also 
now virtual, you are invited to sign up for PAR, or to donate online (details are the website, follow the link). 
You can use e-transfer by sending donations to donations@boltonunitedchurch.com 
You are invited to type prayer requests into the chat of the live stream worship. 
 
Acknowledging the Land      
We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabe 
peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their stewardship as we worship, 
listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.   
 
Hymn:  VU 244 Sing Your Praise to God Eternal 
 
Words: R. B. Y. Scott 1964, alt. 
Music: Welsh melody 
 
1 
Sing your praise to God eternal, sing your praise to God the Son; 
sing your praise to God the Spirit, living and forever One.  
God has made us, God has blessed us, God has called us to be true.  
God rules over all creation, daily making all things new. 
2 
Join the praise of every creature, sing with singing birds at dawn; 
when the stars shine forth at nightfall, hear their heavenly antiphon.  
Praise God for the light of summer, autumn glories, winter snows, 
for the coming of the springtime and the life of all that grows. 
3 



Praise God on our days of gladness for the summons to rejoice; 
praise God in our times of sadness for the calm, consoling voice. 
God our Maker, strong and loving, Christ our Saviour, Leader, Lord, 
living God, Creator Spirit, be your holy name adored! 
 
The Call to Worship  
Come let us gather for worship in this place. 
We come like those before us to hear God’s voice.  
The Holy One, is present with us in this our time of worship. 
Come, let us worship the One who was, is, and is to come! 
 
Opening Prayer & Prayer of Confession: (unison)  
God is Holy Mystery, beyond complete knowledge, above perfect description.  
Yet, in love, the one eternal God seeks relationship. 
So, God creates the universe and with it the possibility of being and relating. 
God tends the universe, mending the broken and reconciling the estranged. 
God enlivens the universe, guiding all things toward harmony with their Source. 
Grateful for God’s loving action, we cannot keep from singing. (Adapted from A Song of Faith, 2006). 
  
Assurance of Hope   
You! Lift us up! You Heal our wounds! 
You! Comfort and console, You weep when we weep! 
You call us blessed, and so we are blessed. 
For this and for all your gifts we give You thanks! 
 
Hymn: MV 161 I Have Called You by Your Name 
 
Words and music: Daniel Charles Damon, 1995; 
 
1 
I have called you by your name, you are mine; 
I have gifted you and asked you now to shine. 
I will not abandon you; all my promises are true. 
You are gifted, called, and chosen; you were mine. 
2 
I will help you learn my name as you go; 
read it written in my people, help them grow. 
Pour the water in my name, speak the word your soul can claim; 
offer Jesus’ body given long ago. 
3 
I know you will need my touch as you go; 
feel it pulsing in creations ebb and flow. 
Like the woman reaching out, choosing faith in spite of doubt, 
hold the hem of Jesus’ robe, then let it go. 
4 
I have given you a name, it is mine; 



I have given you my spirit as a sign. 
With my wonder in your soul, make my wounded children whole; 
go and tell my precious people they are mine. 
 

We Listen to God’s Word 
Minute For Mission           Julie Dunn 
 
Scripture :  Mark1 : 21-28.  NRSV 
21 They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. 22 They were 
astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23 Just then there 
was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24 and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, 
came out of him. 27 They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—
with authority! He[a] commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28 At once his fame began to 
spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 
One : A Reading from the Gospel of Mark.  
 
Anthem: I Thank You, Lord // by Joseph M. Martin 
 
Reflection:                                                                                          Rev. Eleanor Scarlett 

 
The Response 

 
Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are not together in this space. We acknowledge our gifts 
through PAR, cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves.  
 
Offering Prayer: (unison) 
Loving God, we offer our gifts of selves, time, talents, and money.  We make these offerings to you as a sign 
of your kin-dom here on earth. May Your Light embolden us to see our neighbours as we see ourselves. Help 
us to walk with the hungry, the homeless and hopeless. May these gifts offered here today bring 
transformation to the world’s broken! This we pray in Your name. Amen!   

Pastoral prayer & Prayers of the People. 
 

The Sending Forth 
 
Hymn: MV 30 It's a Song of Praise to the Maker 
 
Words: Ruth Duck, 1992 
Music: Ron Klusmier, 1992 
1 
It’s a song of praise to the Maker, the thrush sings high in the tree. 
It’s a song of praise to the Maker, the gray whale sings in the sea, 
Refrain 



And by the Spirit you and I can join our voice to the holy cry 
And sing, sing, sing to the Maker too.   
2 
It’s a call of life to the Giver when waves and waterfalls roar. 
It’s a call of life to the Giver when high tides break on the shore, 
And by the Spirit…   
3 
It’s a hymn of love to the Lover; the bumblebees hum along. 
It’s a hymn of love to the Lover, the summer breeze joins the song, 
And by the Spirit…   
4 
It’s the chorus of all creation; it’s sung by all living things. 
It’s the chorus of all creation; a song the universe sings, 
And by the spirit…” 
 
Commissioning & Benediction 
Go with God’s love. 
Go with long memories of the songs and stories of our faith. 
Go knowing that you are the hands and feet of Christ in our world. 
Go with courage, be safe, stay healthy, love neighbours and friends.  
Go with the peace and love of God, know that God goes with you. 
 
Choral Closing:   VU 242 Let All Things Now Living v 2 
 
Words: Katherine K Davis 1939, alt. 
Music: Welch folk melody, dec Katherine K Davis 1938 
 
2 
By law God enforces, the stars in their courses and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
the hills and the mountains, the rivers, and fountains, 
the depths of the ocean proclaim God divine.  
We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 
with glad adoration a song let us raise: 
till all things now living unite in thanksgiving, 
to God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 
Postlude: 
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