
Bolton United Church – Sunday Worship 
January 17, 2021—Epiphany 2 

 
Prelude: 

Lighting of the Christ Candle: 

Introit: VU 55 In the Bleak Midwinter VERSE 1 AND 4 
Words: Christina Georgina Rossetti ca. 1872 
Music: Gustav Theodore Holst 1906 
 
1 
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
4 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him -- give my heart. 
 
Welcome & Announcements:  
Please note: Worship services are currently virtual.  As offering plates are also now virtual, you 
are invited to sign up for PAR, or to donate online (details are the website, follow the link). For 
Prayers of the People please type prayer requests into the chat of the live stream worship so 
that they may be included in the Prayers. 
 

Acknowledging the Land      
We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the 
Anishinaabe peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their 
stewardship as we worship, listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, 
the Holy One of Blessing.   
 
Hymn:  VU 509 Here I Am, Lord 
Words: Daniel L Schutte 1984 alt. 
Music:  Daniel L Schutte 1984 harm. Michael Pope, Daniel L Schutte, John Weissack 1983 
Words and Music by Daniel L Schutte © 1981 alt. 
 

1 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 



All who dwell in deepest sin, 
my hand will save.  
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send?  
 
Chorus 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart.  
2 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain, 
I have wept for love of them; 
they turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send?  
 
Chorus 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart.  

3 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will send the poor and lame, 
I will set a feast for them; 
my hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send?  

Chorus 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 



I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart.  

The Call to Worship: 
Come to this place, be open to the wonder and mystery of God’s love. Catch a glimpse of the 
mystery that surrounds us. May the transforming Love of Christ embrace us as we seek new 
meaning to our lives. Come be filled with God’s grace, embrace the warmth of God’s light. 
Come, let us worship!  
 
Opening Prayer & Prayer of Confession: 
Wherever we are God is there.  
If we go into deepest parts of the galaxy, you are there.  
If we descend to the bottom of the ocean, you are there. 
If we go to the scariest slums of the world, you are there. 
If we go to the richest places where the world’s wealthy lavish their wealth, you are there. 
If we are wounded, lost, suffering feelings of hopeless, you are there. 
Forgive us God when we imagine you are not with us. 
Forgive us when we worship other gods. 
Forgive us when hopelessness becomes our new ways of life. Amen!  
 
Assurance of Hope: 
 
Hymn: MV 40 Never Ending Joy 
Words and Music: Daniel Charles Damon 2003 

Refrain: 
Never ending joy, never ending joy, never ending joy, 
never ending joy, never ending joy, never ending joy! 

1 God of every tribe, every language, 
God of every river and sea, 
God of every mountain and island, 
you bring joy to me. [Refrain] 

2 God of every hill, every valley, 
God of every leaf, every tree, 
God of every cloud, every raindrop, 
you bring joy to me. [Refrain] 

3 God of every song, every story, 
God of every captive set free, 
God of every dance, every footstep, 
you bring joy to me. [Refrain] 



 
                                                    We Listen for God’s Word: 
Scripture: Psalm: 139  
1 You have searched me, LORD, AND you know me. 
2 You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3 You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 
4 Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it completely. 
5 You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 
7 Where can I go from your Spirit?     Where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn,   if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,” 
12 even the darkness will not be dark to you;  the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as 
light to you. 
13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, 
    I know that full well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven 
together in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book 
before one of them came to be. 
17 How precious to me are your thoughts,[a] God! How vast is the sum of them! 
18 Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand— when I awake, I am still 
with you. 
19 If only you, God, would slay the wicked!  Away from me, you who are bloodthirsty! 
20 They speak of you with evil intent; your adversaries misuse your name. 
21 Do I not hate those who hate you, LORD, and abhor those who are in rebellion against you? 
22 I have nothing but hatred for them; I count them my enemies. 
23 Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 
Response: A reading from the Older Testament. 
 
Anthem:  This Day // arr. by Kirby Shaw 
 
Reflection                  Rev. Eleanor Scarlett 
                                                                         The Response 
 
Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are not together in this space.  We 
acknowledge our gifts through PAR, cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves.  
 



Offertory Prayer (unison) 
Compassionate God, we come this day to offer ourselves anew to you; we come to bear witness 
to your love. We offer our praise, and thanksgiving as we earnestly pray that our gifts of selves, 
time, talents, and money will be used as signs of your love for us especially during these difficult 
times.  Amen! 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Lords Prayer 
 

The Sending Forth 
 

Hymn: MV 12 Come Touch Our Hearts 
Words and Music Gordon Light 2002 arr. Andrew Donaldson 2002 

1 
Come touch our hearts 
that we may know compassion, 
from failing embers build a blazing fire; 
love strong enough to overturn injustice, 
to seek a work more gracious, 
come touch and bless our hearts. 
2 
Come touch our souls 
that we may know and love you, 
your quiet presence all our fears dispel; 
create a space for spirit to grow in us, 
let life and beauty fill us, 
come touch and bless our souls. 
3 
Come touch our minds 
and teach us how to reason, 
set free our thoughts to wonder and to dream; 
help us to open doors of understanding, 
to welcome truth and wisdom, 
come touch and bless our minds. 
4 
Come touch us in the 
moments we are fragile, 
and in our weakness your great strength reveal; 
that we may rise to follow and to serve, 
steady now our nerve, 
come touch and bless our wills. 



5 
Come touch us now, 
this people who are gathered, 
to break the bread and share the cup of peace; 
that we may love you with our heart, our soul, 
our mind, our strength, our all, 
come touch us with your grace. 
 
Commissioning & Benediction   
May the Light of God’s love transform us, may the Spirit of God’s voice be a source of strength.  
May the wonder of God’s awareness lighten our path, may the courage of Jesus our sibling be 
with us today and always and may the promise God’s assurance encircle us today and always. 
Amen! 
 
Choral Closing:   VU 242 Let All Things Now Living v 2 
Words: Katherine K Davis 1939, alt. 
Music: Welch folk melody, dec Katherine K Davis 1938 
 
2 
By law God enforces, the stars in their courses and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
the hills and the mountains, the rivers, and fountains, 
the depths of the ocean proclaim God divine.  
We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 
with glad adoration a song let us raise: 
till all things now living unite in thanksgiving, 
to God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 
Postlude: 
 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license A – 720691. All rights reserved. 
Words to music licensed under CCLI #3164174  
  

 

 


