
 
Bolton United Church – Sunday Worship  

Lent 3 
March 7, 2021 

Prelude 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
Introit:  VU 278 In the Quiet Curve of Evening VERSE 2 
 
Words: Julie Howard 1993 
Music: Julie Howard 1993, arr. Vera Lyons 1993 alt. 
 
2 
In the rests between the phrases, 
in the cracks between the stars, 
in the gaps between the meaning you are there, 
In the melting down of endings, in the cooling of the sun, 
in the solstice of the winter, you are there. 
 
Refrain 
You are there, you are there, you are there. 
 
Welcome & Announcements:  Please note: Worship services are currently virtual.  As offering plates are also 
now virtual, you are invited to sign up for PAR, or to donate online (details are the website, follow the link). You 
can use e-transfer by sending donations to donations@boltonunitedchurch.com 
You are invited to type prayer requests into the chat of the live stream worship.  
 
Acknowledging the Land      
We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabe 
peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their stewardship as we worship, 
listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.   
 
Hymn:  VU 229 God of the Sparrow 
 
Words: Jaroslav J. Vajda 1983 
Music: Carl F. Schalk 1983 
 
1 
God of the sparrow 
God of the whale 
God of the swirling stars 
How does the creature say Awe 
How does the creature say Praise 
 
2 
God of the earthquake 
God of the storm 
God of the trumpet blast 
How does the creature say Woe 



How does the creature cry Save 
 
3 
God of the rainbow 
God of the cross 
God of the empty grave 
How does the creature say Grace 
How does the creature say Thanks 
 
4 
God of the hungry 
God of the sick 
God of the prodigal 
How does the creature say Care 
How does the creature say Life 
 
5 
God of the neighbour 
God of the foe 
God of the pruning hook 
How does the creature say Love 
How does the creature say Peace 
 
6 
God of the ages 
God near at hand 
God of the loving heart 
How do your children say Joy 
How do you children say Home 
 
 
The Call to Worship:  
Jesus said, where two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am also.  
We gather on this third Sunday of Lent to reflect and to ponder our personal and collective journeys. 
We come as those before us to offer ourselves as well as our thanks and praise to the One who was, Is, and Is 
to come. 
Come let us worship!  
  
Opening Prayer & Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
Mind-boggling God, our friend and confidant, we thank you for walking with us on this our Lenten journey. 
We recognize that this is a different kind of Lenten journey, one we have never walked before, we do so with 
a sense of trepidation. Some of us are not sure what the future holds, we find it difficult to navigate our ways 
through this global pandemic. There are cries coming from the margins, there is not enough food for those 
who hunger. The homeless are cold and crave the warmth of your love. Help us to pause from our busy lives 
to hear your call once more. God, we confess that we are ill-prepared for this journey. Grant that we may 
serve you with open eyes and open hearts and see you in the faces of societies vulnerable. We pray in Christ, 
our Sibling, Teacher and Friend. Amen! 



Assurance of Hope 
Hear this good news: God says, “Do not be afraid.” Whatever we have done in this life and whatever we have 
failed to do, God’s love gives us the courage to go on. God forgives us and sets us free. We are free to live and 
love and try again. Thanks be to God. Amen.  

Anthem: God Will Make A Way / arr. by Mark Hayes 
 

We Listen to God’s Word 

Scripture: John 2: 13-22 

 
Jesus Clears the Temple Courts 
13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he found 
people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out 
of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money 
changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning 
my Father’s house into a market!” 17 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.”[a] 
18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?” 
19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 
20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three 
days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 
 
One : A Reading from the 1st Testament  
 
Hymn:  VU 248 When Long Before Time 
 
Words: Peter Davison 1981 
Music: Peter Davison 1981, arr. George Black 1981 
 
1 
When long before time and the worlds were begun, 
when there was no earth and no sky and no sun, 
and all was deep silence and night reigned supreme, 
and even our Maker had only a dream... 
 
2 
…the silence was broken when God sang the Song, 
and light pierced the darkness and rhythm began, 
and with its first birth-cries creation was born, 
and creaturely voices sang praise to the morn. 
 
3 
The sounds of the creatures were one with their Lord's, 
their harmonies sweet and befitting the Word; 
the Singer was pleased as the earth sang the song; 
the choir of the creatures re-echoed it long. 



 
4 
Though, down through the ages, the Song disappeared, 
its harmonies broken and almost unheard, 
the Singer comes to us to sing it again: 
our God is with us in the world now as then. 
 
5 
The Light has returned as it came once before; 
the Song of the Lord is our own song once more; 
so let us all sing with one heart and one voice 
the song of the Singer in whom we rejoice. 
 
6 
To you, God the Singer, our voices we raise; 
to you, Song Incarnate, we give all our praise; 
to you, Holy Spirit, our life and our breath, 
be glory forever, through life and through death 
 
Reflection:                                                                           Rev. Eleanor Scarlett 

The Response 
 
Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are not together in this space. We acknowledge our gifts 
through PAR, cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves, online donations, time, talents, and 
selves.  
 
Offering Prayer: (unison) 
You have blessed us with great abundance, O God. 
You have called us to be a blessing to others. 
May the giving of these gifts and the sharing of our hearts and lives, show that your covenant promises are 
living among us. Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayers & Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The Sending Forth 

 
Hymn: MV 155 Unbounded Spirit, Breath of God 
 
Music: Brian Wren, 2004 
Music: Janet Best, 2006 
 
1 
Unbounded Spirit, breath of God, 
refreshing water, cleansing flame, 
we give allegiance, through your call, 
to Christ, and to no other name. 
 



2 
Receive and open for review 
the work we do, the word we preach, 
and school us, as we teach and learn, 
in careful thought and truthful speech. 
 
3 
Uncover all the hopeless ways 
we run, resist, rebel, or hide. 
Unwrap with love and bathe in light 
our pain, our sadness, and our pride. 
 
4 
Assemble, leaven, mix, and knead 
our clashing norms, opposing views 
and bake a loaf of joy and peace 
that hungry hearts will not refuse. 
 
5 
Inscribe on every growing skill, 
on every action, every vow, 
the living name of Jesus Christ, 
beginning here, beginning now. 
 
Commissioning & Benediction 
Go with God’s love. 
Go with long memories of the songs and stories of our faith. 
Go knowing that you are the hands and feet of Christ in our world. 
Go with courage, be safe, stay healthy, love your neighbours and friends.  
Go with the peace and love of God, know that God goes with you. 
 
Choral Closing: MV 222 May the Peace of God be your Peace 
 
Words and music: Neil McLaren, 2001, alt. 
 
May the peace of God be your peace. 
May the love of God be the love you show. 
May the joy of God be the joy you know, 
And may the world that God would see be found in you. 
 
Postlude:   
 
Words to music and permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license A – 720691 and CCLI #3164174. All rights reserved. 


