
Bolton United Church – Sunday Worship 
December 6, 2020  

ADVENT 2 
Prelude 
 
Welcome 
 

Announcements: Please note: Worship services are currently virtual. As offering plates are also 
now virtual, you are invited to sign up for PAR, or to donate online (details are the website, follow 
the link). 
 

Acknowledging the Land      

We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the 

Anishinaabe peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their 

stewardship as we worship, listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, 

the Holy One of Blessing.   

Prelude: 
 

Advent Hymn: VU 7 Hope is a Star    VERSE 2 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle: (The Dunn Family) 
 
The Second SUNDAY OF ADVENT: Peace 
VOICE- Last Sunday we light the candle of Hope, we will light it again today as well as the candle 
of Peace on this second Sunday of Advent, to remind us of God’s promised Peace for our world. 
As we reflect upon Christ Peace for us, and our world let us remember that we are called to be 
Peace makers in this our broken world. 
VOICE - The prophets of Israel spoke of Christ’s coming into the world, one who would comfort 
us and teach us how to live together in peace.  
VOICE - We light this candle today as a symbol of God’s peace. We remember also that Jesus was 
born to humble beginnings and was raised up as a reminder of God’s promise to come again. 
(Silence) 
 
Light the Second Candle 
 
VOICE - LET US PRAY - Loving God, we thank you for the Peace you give us in Jesus. Help us 
despite our frailty to be open to live into the Peace that comes through Jesus the Prince of Peace. 
Bless our worship, help us to bear witness of your peace on earth.  Teach us to walk with the 
oppressed, we pray in the name of the One born in Bethlehem. Amen.   
  
Hymn: VU 28 Herald Sound the Note of Gladness 
 
The Call to Worship:  
There is a voice calling from the wilderness. 



What is it saying? It is a crying for peace, justice, and wholeness.  
It is the voice of the prophets; they are calling us to prepare for Christ’s coming to our world. 
But how will we prepare for God when we are overwhelmed with death dying, and from the 
weight of social isolation? 
Listen to the voice! It is offering comfort to the broken hearted, to those who are overwhelmed 
and to those who are lost.  
The voice is calling us embrace a new way, a peaceable way that comes in and through the love 
of God through Jesus the Christ. (silence) 

 
Hymn:  VU 20 On Jordan's Bank 
 
Assurance of Hope:  
Here the Good News of God for the people of God. Through the gift of God’s grace, we are 
given the gift of peace. Peace is God’s gift revealed in the Christmas story. God’s gift of a 
peaceable world is revealed in God’s love that has changed the world forever. Let us embrace 
this peace and share it with everyone we encounter. 
 
The Anthem:  Angels of the Lord of Love / by John M. Habash 
 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

Scripture: Isaiah 40: 1-11. 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice of one calling: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD[a]; make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God.[b] 
4 Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall 
become level, The islands have seen it and fear; the ends of the earth tremble. They approach 
and come forward;  they help each other  and say to their companions, “Be strong!” 
7 The metalworker encourages the goldsmith, and the one who smooths with the hammer 
    spurs on the one who strikes the anvil. One says of the welding, “It is good.” The other nails 
down the idol so it will not topple. 8 “But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, 
you descendants of Abraham my friend,  I took you from the ends of the earth, from its farthest 
corners I called you. I said, ‘You are my servant’; I have chosen you and have not rejected you. 
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you 
and help you; 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 11 “All who rage against you will surely be 
ashamed and disgraced; those who oppose you will be as nothing and perish. 
 

Mark 1 :1-8 
1The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 2as it is written in 
Isaiah the prophet: "I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way"- 3"a voice 
of one calling in the wilderness, 'Prepare the way for the LORD, make straight paths for him.'" 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040:1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18424a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040:1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18424b


4And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to 
him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6John wore clothing 
made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 
7And this was his message: "After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I baptize you with water, but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit." 
 
Reflection:                                                                                                          Rev. Eleanor Scarlett 
 

The Response 
 

Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are together in this space. We acknowledge 
our gifts through PAR, cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves.  
 
Offering Prayer: (unison) 
Compassionate God, you lavish us with limitless blessings. You offer us peace at a time when 
our world is in chaos. Despite living through difficult times, you have blessed us with the gift of 
food from the bounty of the land, enough for us to share with those in need. We praise you 
that these gifts given from our hearts will be transformed into seeds of hope, peace, caring and 
outreach.  
Receive these gifts we offer as a symbol of our faith. We pray, in the name of the giving Christ. 
Amen.  

 
Pastoral prayer & Prayers of the People. 
 

The Sending Forth 
 
Hymn VU 5 All Earth is Waiting 
 
Commissioning & Benediction 
May the comforting words of the prophet Isaiah go with us.  
May the peace that Christ offers transform us as we go out into our communities. 
May the light of God’s love embrace us today and always. Go in peace and love radically.     
 
Choral Closing: VU 6 A Candle is Burning   VERSE 2   
 
Postlude:   


