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Radical Gratitude 

Text Deuteronomy 26:1-4, Luke 17:1-19, preached at Bolton United Church, by 

Reverend Eleanor Scarlett. 

We gather today as on other Sundays today however we are celebrating Thanksgiving. 

We come together as a community to celebrate what it means to live out our faith during 

the season of Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is closely connected to the Canadian harvest 

festivals or harvest home festivals. The history of Canadian Thanksgiving can be traced 

back to 1578 long before our American neighbours declared Thanksgiving as a holiday.  

However, the holiday was not officially recognized until 1879, when parliament declared 

Thanksgiving to be an annual national secular holiday.  

 

The date was moved several times, until eventually in 1957 it was finally decided that it 

would be held on the second Monday in October. As Canadians this is the time of year 

when we truly appreciate the beauty of this great country. The blazing colours are 

magnificent. They call us to pause and to think about the Creator as a master painter. I 

find it truly amazing to just sit in awe as I reflect on the beauty this season brings.  

 

I challenge you to go for a walk or take a drive to see the awesomeness of the Creator’s 

handiwork in the beauty of the leaves. The Psalmist reminds us to taste and see that 

God’s goodness endures forever. Since we are all co-creators it is right for us to think 

about the wonders of God’s creation. 

 

How do we experience the message this season brings without not thinking about all the 

changes that are happening around us? One of my favourite authors is Mary Jo Leddy a 

professor at Regis College, the Toronto School of theology of the University of Toronto. 

In her book “Radical Gratitude” she speaks candidly of what it means to live our lives in 

relationship to Thanksgiving.  

 

She calls us to think about Thanksgiving in relationship to our Thanksgiving meal. I 

would like for us to go much deeper and to see Thanksgiving as a spiritual quest.  What if 

we were to be thankful for everything thing we have been given: the air we breathe, the 

water we drink, the farmers who grow the food we eat, our families and friends, our jobs, 

our communities of faith, this beautiful country we call home and the changing seasons 

of the year? I would like for us to genuinely see Thanksgiving in a way we have never 

seen it before.  

 

What are we thankful for?  

 

The reading from Deuteronomy 26:1-4, is a living testament of how we should give 

thanks. Moses who penned this text told the people what would be expected of them once 

they entered the promised land. He said “when they go to the place and are settled there 

this is what you should do. You shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, 

which you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put 
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it in a basket and go to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for 

God’s name.  
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You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare 

to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our 

ancestors to give us.” 
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When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down 

before the altar of the LORD your God, You shall declare a testimony.” 

 

I grew up in a small agricultural community where we were closely tied to the land. I can 

still remember Harvest time and the lavish Harvest Thanksgiving services we celebrated. 

The farmers would take the best of the land to the church, the sanctuary would be 

decorated and made to look like a marketplace with the worship service dedicated to 

giving thanks. It was a festive time. On the Monday we would have the harvest sale along 

with our dinner and all the money that was given would go to the church. 

 

The reading from Luke Ch.17 is a well know text which tells the story of the healing of 

the ten Lepers. It is a story that brought hope out of despair, a story of Gratitude and 

Thankfulness. In this story Jesus is healing those who are living on the margins of 

society. Yet it’s a story of restoration, a story of rebuilding, a story of hope and of 

transformation.  It is a story of Radical Gratitude. The question I ask is this, “Who are 

these lepers?” And why was it important for Luke to include this story in his gospel?  

According to the gospel Jesus showed compassion and offered gratitude to these ten 

lepers. d y, e 

Who were these Lepers, and why was their healing so important to Jesus’ Ministry? The 

story tells us that ten lepers were healed but only one was made whole.  Who is this one?  

According to the text he was a Samaritan, a foreigner. Could it be that because he was a 

foreigner his expectations were different, and he did not take things for granted? He saw 

everything as God’s gifts of ordinary grace becoming extraordinary grace.  

This one leper returned and showed his gratitude by returning to give thanks? Mary Jo 

Leddy reminds us that everything we have been given are blessings or ordinary graces. 

But why is it only one of them, a Samaritan, knowing that he was healed, turned back 

"continually praising God" to find Jesus and thank him. 

He fell at Jesus' feet which would not have been permitted if he was still leprous and 

thanked him. It is here we see Thanksgiving making an immediate difference to the 

mental, physical, emotional and spiritual attitudes.  Thanksgiving appears at the very 

heart of our faith and challenges us to give praise and thanks to God when we gather in 

worship.  

Jesus' question suggests that he was surprised that only one of the ten came back to praise 

God for the healing he had received. These moments of grace were made known to the 

human eyes. How then do we respond to God’s gift of Gratitude to us and to our world? 

Mary Jo Leddy states,” For the past eleven years while she was writing this book at the 

she had been living with refugees at Romero House.  
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“It is here that people of all faiths live together in community. In this community the 

residents understand the true meaning of poverty, homelessness, mental and physical 

illness and society’s suffering of injustice against them. I have shed many tears with these 

people she said and they have taught me a great deal about gratitude.”  

How will you give thanks today? 

The man healed of his leprosy is still at Jesus' feet, and Jesus tells him “get up and go to 

the priests to be declared officially healed. Your faith has saved you" this shows that 

praising God which was an expression of this man's faith that saved him. The other nine 

lepers were healed physically but missed out on the spiritual changes that could have 

taken place in their lives. 

These nine men did not understand the meaning of gratitude, nor did they understand 

moments of grace.  God’s love for all humanity is revealed through small graces or 

miracles. It is here we see Jesus enacting this love as he restores broken lives back into 

their communities.  

Once we recognise, acknowledge and give thanks to God a relationship begins to take 

place in a real and meaningful way; so, we praise God our Creator who is Loving and 

Compassionate. “Jesus has left us with a vision on how to live lives worthy of gratitude.” 

God’s great dream for the world is not a concrete plan but one that is built on our ability 

to live in relationship with others, recognizing that everything we have is a gift from God 

worthy of our gratitude. I trust that each one of us will remember to give thanks. It is also 

our responsibility to offer hope to the hopeless; to welcome the strangers and the refugees 

as this is biblical. It is up to us as the church to help break down barriers and in doing so 

to remember it is Christ’s promise for us. 

The One who renews the earth, who provides the people with grain and gives us an 

abundance of grace is the same God who taught us to see thanksgiving as living in 

relationship with each other as we strive to live our lives in Radical Gratitude to God.   

Happy Thanksgiving. Amen.  

  

 


