
BOLTON UNITED CHURCH 
SUNDAY WORSHIP – JANUARY 3rd 2021 

Epiphany 
Prelude 
 
Call to Worship: 
 

Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness... and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel." 
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest 
parts of the earth... 
...I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they 
shall not stumble. 
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and … say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, and 
will keep him, as a shepherd [keeps] a flock." 

[Jeremiah 31: 7 – 10 adapted] 
 

The Life and Work of the Congregation: 
 
Please note: Worship services are currently virtual. As offering plates are also now virtual, you are 
invited to sign up for PAR, or to donate online (details are on the website). 
 
Acknowledging the Land: 
 
We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the 
Anishinaabe peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their 
stewardship as we worship, listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy 
One of Blessing. 
 
Introit: VU 55 In the Bleak Midwinter VERSES 1 and 4 
 
 In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
 snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
 What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
 
Candle Lighting Liturgy: 
 
 We look towards Epiphany, coming very soon. Epiphany means the revelation of the 
 essential nature of something. We light these candles that their light may help reveal 
 what is in our soul, as we long for the Light of Christ. 
 (light candlesticks) 
 Advent is not yet a distant memory, but now we mark a New Year. We light these 



 candles to remember again our Advent journey of Peace, Hope, Joy and Love. 
 (light 4 Advent candles) 
 We light one candle to remind us of the One in whom we are made whole. 
 (light Christ candle) 
 
Carol: VU 57 O How Joyfully 
 
1 Oh, how joyfully, oh, how hopefully, 
 waits the world on Christmas Eve! 
 Love comes healing, God revealing. 
 Friends, be joyful and believe! 
 
2 Oh, how joyfully, oh, how peacefully, 
 sleeps the world on Christmas Night! 
 Sins are covered, grace discovered. 
 In our darkness shines the light! 
 
3 Oh, how joyfully, oh, how thankfully, 
 wakes the world on Christmas Morn! 
 God has spoken, death is broken. 
 Hallelujah! Christ is born! 
 
Opening Prayer: 
 
 We come together today at the dawn of a New Year. We have been sorely tried by the year which 
 has departed. We have suffered loss. We have suffered heartache. We have suffered anxiety. 
 God, we grieve for those things we miss. We grieve for the people we miss. And we grieve for 
 our sense of place, our sense of purpose, and the feeling we used to have that all is well with the 
 world. We grieve the loss of our sense of “normal” that seems to have gone far away. 
 God, we ask that you be with us in this hour. Refresh us – heal us – make us whole again. And 
 reveal to us through your Word that this is all part of your plan, that you have a plan for us, and 
 a role for us to play as we heal our families, our community, our nation, and our world. 
 God, now more than ever, be with us, we pray.  
AMEN. 
 
Assurance of Hope: 
 
 Friends, here is Good News! God is with us, whether we realize it or not. Jesus is with us, 
 when we seek him but also when we forget or we shut ourselves in. The Spirit is with us no 
 matter where we go. Thanks be to God for grace, freely bestowed, and for love, freely given. 
 Thank you, God, for choosing us! 
 
 We Listen to God’s Word 
 



Carol: VU 70 There’s a Star in the East 
 
 1 There’s a star in the East on Christmas morn, 
 rise up, shepherd, and follow; 
 it will lead to the place where the Christ was born; 
 rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
 
REFRAIN: 
 Follow, follow, rise up, shepherd, and follow, 
 Follow the star of Bethlehem, rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
 
 2 If you take good heed to the angels’ words, 
 rise up, shepherd, and follow; 
 you’ll forget your flocks, you’ll forget your herds, 
 rise up, shepherd, and follow. [Refrain] 
 
Scripture: Ephesians 1:3 – 14 (NIV) 
 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 
with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 
he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and 
will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 
7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches 
of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the 
mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect 
when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 
11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out 
everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our 
hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 
13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is 
a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the 
praise of his glory. 
 
Scripture: John 1:1 – 5 (NRSV) 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 
3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 
Message: The Chosen Ones Andy Dunn 



 
The Response 
 
Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are together in this space. We acknowledge our gifts 
through PAR, cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves. 
 
Offering Prayer: (unison) 
 
 As we begin a New Year, let us make a new commitment to your service, God. And let that 
 commitment begin with an understanding of the gifts you have given us, and the ways in 
 which we may use these gifts to help others as freely as you have helped us. Let our gifts of 
 time and talents, of money and love, of joy and selflessness rain down on our brothers and 
 sisters now and always. AMEN. 
 
Pastoral Prayers & Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9a-13 KJV): 
 
 Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the 
 power, and the glory, for ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Sending Forth 
 
Carol: VU 50 He Is Born 
 
REFRAIN: 
He is born, little Child divine; play on the reeds while the lutes are strumming. 
He is born, little Child divine; join to song to announce the day. 
 
1 Through long ages of the past, prophets have foretold his coming; 
 thru long ages of the past, now the time has come at last! [Refrain] 
 
2 O how lovely, O how pure is this perfect child of heaven; 
 O how lovely, O how pure gracious gift to humankind! [Refrain] 
 
3 Lowly lodged in a stable poor, laid on straw for his infant cradle. 
 Lowly lodged in a stable poor, God come down to our mortal aid. [Refrain] 
 
4 Jesus, Lord of all the world, coming as a child among us, 



 Jesus, Lord of all the world, grant to us your heavenly peace. [Refrain] 
 
Commissioning & Benediction 
 
Choral Closing: VU 6 A Candle is Burning VERSE 5 – Adapted (A. Dunn) 
 
 We honoured Messiah with Christ's candle flame 
 Our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaimed. 
 O Come, all you faithful, rejoice in the light 
 For God is among us, in Christ we unite. 
 
Postlude 
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