
Bolton United Church – Sunday Worship 
January 24 2021 - Epiphany 3 

 
Prelude 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Introit: VU 55 In the Bleak Midwinter Verses 1 and 4 

Words: Christina Georgina Rossetti ca. 1872 
Music: Gustav Theodore Holst 1906 
 
1 
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
4 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him -- give my heart. 
 
Welcome & Announcements:  Please note: Worship services are currently virtual.  As offering plates are also 
now virtual, you are invited to sign up for PAR, or to donate online, (details are the website, follow the link).   
including now e-transfer to: 
donations@boltonunitedchurch.com 
 You are invited to type prayer requests into the chat of the live stream worship. 
 

Acknowledging the Land      
We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabe 
peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their stewardship as we worship, 
listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.   
 

Hymn: VU 96 Will You Come and See the Light 
 
Words: Brian Wren (1989) 
Music: Traditional Scottish melody; arr. Valarie Ruddle 1993 

1 

Will you come and see the light from the stable door? 
It is shining newly bright, though it shone before. 
It will be your guiding star, it will show you who you are. 
Will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

2 

Will you step into the light that can free the slave? 
It will stand for what is right, it will heal and save. 



By the pyramids of greed there's a longing to be freed. 
Will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

3 

Will you tell about the light in the prison cell? 
Though it's shackled out of sight, it is shining well. 
When the truth is cut and bruised, and the innocent abused, 
will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

4 

Will you join the hope, alight in a young girl's eyes, 
of the mighty put to flight by a baby's cries? 
When the lowest and the least are the foremost at the feast, 
will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

5 

Will you travel by the light of the babe new born? 
In the candle lit at night there's a gleam of dawn, 
and the darkness all about is too dim to put it out: 
will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

The Call to Worship: 
The love of God is Light, the Light shines in the night and dispels all our fears.  
With the Light of Christ’s Love, God’s love is revealed to all peoples.  
God’s glory shines in our hearts inviting us to be open to receive the Light. 
Come with your minds, hearts, and communities open, as we join together,  
in our time of worship.   
Come! Let us worship let us sing praises to our God.  (Silence)  
 
Opening Prayer & Prayer of Confession: (unison)  
Gracious God, your glory appears, and at it’s appearing our hearts are filled with your love. You reveal the 
mystery of your presence in the midst of our world. Teach us to follow the signs you give us so that we may 
be faithful in offering our lives to the One who is your Glory, Jesus Christ Light of our world. Amen 
 
Assurance of Hope:   
People of God hear the good news! Through the gift of grace, let us remember God’s promise, never to abandon 
us but to journey with us through times of tribulations and times of joy. Help us turn moments of doubts into 
moments of transformation.  May this time of Epiphany guide our path today and always. Amen!  
 
Hymn: MV 180 Sing! Sing Out! 
 
Words and music: jim hannah (2003); arr. David Melborn-Boe 2006 
 
Sing, sing out!  Sing a new song. 
Sing oh people as one voice! 
Sing, sing out!  Sing a new song. 
Sing of God.  Each heart rejoice! 
Sing!  Hal-le-lu-jah!  Hal-le-lu-jah, as one voice! 



Sing! Hal-le-lu-jah!  Hal-le-lu-jah, all rejoice! 
 
Sing, sing out!  Sing a new song. 
Sing oh people for rebirth! 
Sing, sing out!  Sing a new song. 
Sing of God in all the earth! 
Sing!  Hal-le-lu-jah!  Hal-le-lu-jah, for rebirth! 
Sing! Hal-le-lu-jah!  Hal-le-lu-jah, all the earth! 
 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 NIV 
15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 16 For I command you today to 
love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you 
will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. 
17 But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods 
and worship them, 18 I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the 
land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 
19 This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live 20 and that you may 
love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you 
many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
 
Anthem: Shout To The Lord // arr. Arnold B. Sherman 
 
Reflection:                                                                                         Rev. Eleanor Scarlett 
 

The Response 
 

Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are not together in this space. We acknowledge our gifts 
through PAR, cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves.  
 
Offering Prayer: (unison) 
Gracious God, you have poured the Light of your Incarnate Word into our hearts, Grant that this Light may 
enkindle in us a vision of Your transformation. Receive these gifts as a sign of your radical love for justice, 
peace, and equality.  We pray in your name in and through Jesus the Christ, Light of our world. Amen   
 
Pastoral prayer & Prayers of the People. 
 

The Sending Forth 
 

Hymn: MV 150 Spirit God, Be Our Breath, Be Our Song  
 
Words and music: Bruce Harding 1997 
 
1 
Spirit God: be our breath, be our song. 
Blow through us, bringing strength to move on. 
our world seems inward defensive, withdrawn… 
Spirit God be our song. 



2 
Patient God: soothe our pride, calm our fear. 
Comfort us. When we know you are near 
we grow more certain, our vision is clear, 
Patient God: calm our fear. 
3 
Loving God: be our voice, be our prayer. 
Reaching out, joining hands as we share, 
we seek your guidance through friendship and care. 
Loving God: be our prayer. 
4 
Spirit God: be our breath, be our song. 
Blow through us, bringing strength to move on. 
Through change, through challenge, we’ll greet the new dawn… 
Spirit God be our song. 
 
Commissioning & Benediction 
Go with God. 
Go with long memories of the songs and stories of our faith. 
Go knowing that God goes with you. Go with courage and hope to dispel our fears. 
Go be safe, stay healthy, be attentive to those in need, love neighbours. 
Go with the peace and love of God, know that God goes with you. 
 
Choral Closing:  VU 242 Let All Things Now Living v2 
 
Words: Katherine K Davis 1939, alt. 
Music: Welch folk melody, 
dec Katherine K Davis 1938 
 
2 
By law God enforces, 
the stars in their courses and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 
the depths of the ocean proclaim God divine.  
We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 
with glad adoration a song let us raise: 
till all things now living unite in thanksgiving, 
to God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 
Postlude:  
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