
“What Message Is Being Preached Today?” 

Text John 20: verses 1-18, preached at Bolton United Church by Reverend Eleanor Scarlett on April 8th, 2019. 

We gather this morning to experience the Easter message that was given to us that first Easter 

morning more than two thousand years ago as Mary stood crying beside Jesus’s empty tomb. 

Mary is standing alone in the graveyard at Gethsemane very early in the morning. There was no 

other living person to be seen anywhere. It must have been an eerie feeling, when out of nowhere 

Jesus appears, not as the Jesus she had known but as the Risen Christ.   

Suddenly Mary hears the voice of a man, who asks her “Woman, why are you crying?” She 

answers, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have placed him!”  She 

turns around and sees Jesus standing there, but she does not know it is Jesus. Have you ever 

wondered why Mary did not know it was Jesus? Jesus was physically changed, he was no longer 

the human person he once was, he is now spiritually transformed.  

Jesus said to her “Woman, why are you crying?”, “Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he 

was the gardener Mary said to him, “If you took him away sir, tell me where you have placed 

him, and I will go and get him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!”  

She turned toward him and said in Hebrew, “Rabbani!” (This means teacher). Then Jesus said to 

her, “Do not hold on to me,” but go to the others, and tell them that I am returning to my father 

and your father, to my God and your God.”  

Let us try to focus on Mary! Why was she so important to Jesus’s ministry and now to the 

emerging church? Who was this Mary of Magdala? Luke’s Gospel 8: verses 1-3 gives us a 

glimpse of who Mary was. It tells us that she was one of several women who had travelled with 

Jesus and the disciples through cities and villages in and around Galilee. We also heard that she 

was the one "cured of evil spirits," and that within the Jesus movement she was known as 

"Magdalene," and that she and the other women “provided for" the disciples "out of their 

resources."   

All four gospels named Mary Magdalene as a witness to the death of Jesus on the cross, and she 

was the only witness named in all four gospels who was present after the Sabbath among the 

women who came to the tomb to find it empty.   

In addition, John’s gospel states she was the first to experience the Resurrection of Jesus. The 

resurrected Lord has turned the tables upside down. Here we learn that Mary, a woman who 

according to her culture was not allowed out alone in public after dark, was given the answer to 

the greatest story every told. “Go and tell the others that I am no longer dead, I am alive.”  Mary 

holds a place of honour in the history of the new church community. Mary was the only one to 

be given the resurrection story.   

Mary Magdalene was the only person in all of history who was directed to “go and tell”. To 

whom will you tell the good news of Jesus’s resurrection? How will you respond to the Living 



Christ today? What stories do you have to share with those you meet along life’s roads and to 

those who are coming after you? Mary was told by the Risen Christ to “go and tell.”  

Even though we cannot recover the historical Jesus, we will never know the historical account of 

Mary of Magdala. The New Testament gospels are not journalistic accounts of first century 

events, but are narrative sermons witnessing to the meaning of Jesus Christ’s life, death and 

resurrection for the first century Christians who wrote them.   

However, these meanings include a prominent place for Mary Magdalene, as a supporter and 

confidant of Jesus, and as a model of her faith for many Christians in the early Christian 

communities. We also know by the way Jesus called her name that they had an intimate 

relationship, one that transcends human understanding. When Mary believed she was talking to 

the gardener she said, “They have taken away my Lord.” She did not say my Jesus, or my friend, 

or my teacher she said, “My Lord”.   

As I read and re-read this text I suddenly realised that everything changed at the tomb that 

morning for Mary and for the others.  Mary’s understanding of Jesus changed. Jesus is no longer 

dead and lying in a tomb, he is now her Risen Lord. In her moment of deepest loss and despair 

Mary recognised Jesus as the Risen Lord. And when he called her name despite being physically 

changed, she immediately recognised his voice. No one called her like her Jesus, no one called 

her like her Lord.   

Mary Magdalene holds a unique place in the history of Jesus. She was the first one to find the 

empty tomb that Easter morning and the only one, in the gospel of John, to meet the Risen Christ 

face to face.  Mary’s witness to the Mission and Ministry of Jesus Christ is exciting and 

transformative. Mary Magdalene has a lot to teach us on how to love Jesus. She has a lot to teach 

us on how to wait on Jesus. She has a lot to teach us on how to be persistent. She has a lot to 

teach us on how to sincerely search for Jesus. She has a lot to teach us on how to be game 

changers, and most importantly how to enthusiastically tell others about Jesus.  

I ask you to ponder the following, “Where are the empty tombs of our lives and our world?” 

How can we reconcile with them? As we do, may we remember without a doubt that Jesus is 

alive and lives within us. As we celebrate this Easter day may we remember we are an Easter 

people, filled with hope and promises. 

 


