
Bolton United Church – Sunday Worship  
Lent 5 

March 21, 2021 
Prelude 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Introit: VU 278 In the Quiet Curve of Evening VERSE 2 
 
Words: Julie Howard 1993 
Music: Julie Howard 1993, arr. Vera Lyons 1993 alt. 
 
2 
In the rests between the phrases, 
in the cracks between the stars, 
in the gaps between the meaning you are there, 
In the melting down of endings, in the cooling of the sun, 
in the solstice of the winter, you are there. 
 
Refrain 
You are there, you are there, you are there. 
 
Welcome & Announcements:  Please note: Worship services are currently virtual.  As offering plates are also 
now virtual, you are invited to sign up for PAR, or to donate online (details are the website, follow the link). You 
can use e-transfer by sending donations to donations@boltonunitedchurch.com 
You are invited to type prayer requests into the chat of the live stream worship.  
 
This Sunday at 1:00 PM the AGM on Zoom everyone welcome 
 
Acknowledging the Land      
We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabe 
peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their stewardship as we worship, 
listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.   
 
Hymn: MV 79 Spirit, Open My Heart 
 
Words: Ruth Duck, 1994 
Music: traditional melody, Ireland: arr. Arthur G. Clyde, 1997 
 
Refrain 
Spirit open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving. 
Spirit open my heart. 
 
1 
God replace my stony heart with a heart that’s kind and tender. 
All my coldness and fear to your grace I surrender. 
 



2 
Write your love upon my heart as my law, my goal, my story. 
In each thought, word and deed, may my living bring you glory. 
 
3 
May I weep with those who weep, share the jot of sister, brother. 
In welcome of Christ, may we welcome one another. 
 
The Call to Worship:  
God calls us to gather in this place for worship. 
We come like those before us to hear God’s voice.  
The Holy One is present with us in this our time of worship. 
Come, let us worship the One who was, is, and is to come! 
 
Hymn:  VU 642 Be Thou My Vision 
 
Words: Anders Frostenson, 1960, trans. Fred Kaan 1972 
Music: V. Earle Copes 1960 
1 
Be thou my vision, O joy of my heart; 
naught be all else to me save that thou art, 
thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping thy presence my light. 
2 
Be thou my wisdom, my calm in all strife; 
I ever with thee, and thou in my life; 
thou loving parent, thy child may I be; 
thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 
3 
Be thou my battle shield, sword for the fight; 
be thou my dignity, thou my delight, 
thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tower; 
raise thou me heavenward, O power of my power. 
4 
Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise, 
thou mine inheritance, now and always; 
thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
Great God of heaven, my treasure thou art 
5 
Great God of heaven, after victory won, 
may I reach heaven’s joy; O bright heaven’s sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O ruler of all. 
 



The text of this hymn is based on an eighth-century Irish poem translated into English prose by Mary E. Byrne, and published in 1905.  The tune, 

SLANE, is an Irish air, arranged by David Evans for the Revised Church Hymnary (1930). 

Slane is the name of a hill in County Meath where St. Patrick incurred the ire of the Irish King Loegaire by igniting a fire on Easter eve before the 

pagan king had ordered the lighting of the royal fire on the nearby hill of Tara to signal the return of spring. 

“Fire glowed against the visage of St. Patrick as he lit yet another candle in the dark Irish churchyard on Slane Hill. The fire reminded him of Christ, 

Redeemer and light of his life. Opposite the churchyard was Tara, where resided the pagan High King Lóegaire– the man who outlawed candles in 

Ireland. But it was the eve of Easter, 433 A.D. and St. Patrick was determined to glorify God that night. King Logaire was so impressed by Patrick’s 

devotion that, despite his defiance, he was permitted to continue his work as Ireland’s first Christian missionary. ” 
 

Opening Prayer & Prayer of Confession: (unison)  
God, you have given us authority, and we have used it in many ways.  At times we have used it to punish 
those who do not agree with us or see things in a like manner.  We have also used authority to create love for 
all your people.  May today be that day when we gain greater wisdom so we may use your gift of authority 
with grace and compassion.  God, we confess we come to the journey of discipleship ill-prepared. Too often 
we rebel against the idea of authority unless that power is in our own hands. We know in our hearts that you 
offer compassion and love for all your children.  We pray through Christ, our Companion, friend, and Teacher. 
(Silence) 
Adapted from Gathering Lent, Easter,2021  
 
Assurance of Hope:   
Hear the good news of God for the people of God.  You! Lift us up! You! Heal our wounds! 
You! Comfort and console! You weep when we weep!  You call us blessed, and so we are blessed. 
For this and for all your gifts we give You thanks! 
 
Anthem: I Must Tell Jesus / arr. by Mark Hayes 
 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 
Scripture :  John 12 : 20-33   - Jesus Predicts His Death 
 
20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. 21 They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went 
to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 
23 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of 
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 Anyone 
who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the 
one who serves me. 
27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason 
I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!” 
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that was there and 
heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. 
30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the 
prince of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up[a] from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.” 33 He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 
 
One : A Reading from the Gospel of John.  



 
Hymn: MV 12, Come Touch our Hearts 
 
Words and Music: Gordon Light © 2002 Common Cup Company Arr. 
©2002 Andrew Donaldson 
1 
Come touch our hearts 
that we may know compassion, 
from failing embers build a blazing fire; 
Love strong enough to overturn injustice, 
to seek a world more gracious, 
come touch and bless our hearts. 
2 
Come touch our souls 
that we may know and love you, 
your quiet presence all our fears dispel; 
create a space for spirit to grow in us, 
let life and beauty fill us, 
come, touch and bless our souls. 
3 
Come touch our minds 
and teach them how to reason, 
set free our thoughts to wonder and to dream; 
help us to open doors of understanding, 
to welcome truth and wisdom, 
come touch and bless our minds. 
4 
Come touch us in 
the moments we are fragile, 
and in our weakness your great strength reveal; 
that we may rise to follow and to serve, 
steady now our nerve, 
come, touch and bless our wills. 
5 
Come touch us now, 
this people who are gathered, 
to break the bread and share the cup of peace; 
that we may love you with our heart our soul, 
our mind our strength, our all, 
come, touch us with your grace. 
 
Reflection:                                                                                          Rev. Eleanor Scarlett 
 

The Response 
 
Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are not together in this space. We acknowledge our gifts 
through PAR, cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves, online donations, time, talents, and 
selves.  



 
Offering Prayer: (unison) 
You have blessed us with great abundance, O God. 
You have called us to be a blessing to others. 
May the giving of these gifts bring comfort and hope to the hungry, the homeless and the vulnerable. 
May lives be transformed in knowing that others care deeply for them.  
May the extravagant love of Jesus ignite our hearts to know that God’s covenant promise is alive among us. 
Amen!  
 
Pastoral prayer & Prayers of the People. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

The Sending Forth 
Hymn: VU 586 We Shall Go Out 
 
Words: June Boyce-Tillman 1993 
Music: Traditional Irish melody, arr. John Barnard 1982 
1 
We shall go out with hope of resurrection; 
we shall go out, from strength to strength go on; 
we shall go out and tell our stories boldly; 
tales of a love that will not let us go. 
We'll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted; 
we'll dream our dream of hurts that can be healed; 
we'll weave a cloth of all the world united 
within the vision of new life who sets us free. 
2 
We'll give a voice to those who have not spoken; 
we'll find the words for those whose lips are sealed; 
we'll make the tunes for those who sing no longer, 
expressive love alive in every heart. 
We'll share our joy with those who are still weeping, 
raise hymns of strength for hearts that break in grief, 
we'll leap and dance the resurrection story 
including all in circles of our love. 
 
Commissioning & Benediction 
Go with God’s love. 
Go with long memories of the songs and stories of our faith. 
Go knowing that you are the hands and feet of Christ in our world. 
Go with courage, be safe, stay healthy, love your neighbours and friends.  
Go with the peace and love of God, know that God goes with you. 
 
Choral Closing: MV 222 May the Peace of God be your Peace 
 
Words and music: Neil McLaren, 2001, alt. 
 
May the peace of God be your peace. 



May the love of God be the love you show. 
May the joy of God be the joy you know, 
And may the world that God would see be found in you. 
 
Postlude:   
Words to music and permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license A – 720691 and CCLI #3164174. All rights reserved. 
 
Opening Prayer Adapted from Gathering Lent, Easter,2021  
 


