
BOLTON UNITED CHURCH 
SUNDAY WORSHIP – DECEMBER 27th 2020 

Prelude 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 
Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 
[Psalm 148: 1 – 4] 
 
The Life and Work of the Congregation 
 
Please note: Worship services are currently virtual. As offering plates are also now virtual, you are 
invited to sign up for PAR, or to donate online (details are on the website). 
 
Acknowledging the Land 
 
We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the 
Anishinaabe peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their 
stewardship as we worship, listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy 
One of Blessing. 
 
Candle Hymn: VU 6 A Candle is Burning VERSE 5 – Adapted (A. Dunn) 
 
 We honoured Messiah with Christ's candle flame 
 Our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaimed. 
 O Come, all you faithful, rejoice in the light 
 For God is among us, in Christ we unite. 
 
Candle Lighting Liturgy 
 
 We light these candles as a sign of gathering in this familiar place. 
 (light candlesticks) 
 We light these candles to remember our Advent journey of Peace, Hope, Joy and Love. 
 (light 4 Advent candles) 
 Christmas has come, and we light this candle to remind us to seek the true light of Christ. 
 (light Christ candle) 
 God, help us always to see your light in every place, in every space, and in every heart. 
 AMEN. 
 
Carol: VU 43 Go Tell It on the Mountain 
REFRAIN: 



 Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 
 Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 
 1 While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 
 
 2 The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth 
 rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Saviour's birth. [Refrain] 
 
 3 Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born, 
 and God sent our salvation that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 
 
Opening Prayer 
 God, we come to you in this joyous season but also at this time of uncertainty, loss and grief. 
 
 We know all things come from you, but sometimes we do not understand. We know you are always 
there, but sometimes we cannot see you – and sometimes we don’t want to see. We know you work in 
us and through us, but sometimes we despair. We lose hope and our faith is tested. God, we ask that 
you be with us and also be with those who need you most as a light seen through the darkness. Draw 
near to them and be with them, and with us, in this season where light is abundant but many want. 
 In Jesus’ name we pray. AMEN. 
 
Assurance of Hope 
 Friends, here is Good News! Christ Jesus has come and will never depart. God is with us in this 
place. God is with us wherever we go. The love of God will never leave us. We are not alone – 
thanks be to God! 
 
 We Listen to God’s Word 
 
Carol: VU 71 Twas In the Moon of Wintertime 
 
 1 ‘Twas in the moon of winter-time when all the birds had fled, 
 that mighty Gitchi Manitou sent angel choirs instead; 
 before their light the stars grew dim, and wandering hunters heard the hymn: 
 
REFRAIN: 
"Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis Gloria." 
 
 2 Within a lodge of broken bark the tender babe was found, 
 a ragged robe of rabbit skin enwrapped his beauty round; 
 but as the hunter braves drew nigh, the angel song rang loud and high... [Refrain] 
 
 3 The earliest moon of winter-time is not so round and fair 
 as was the ring of glory on the helpless infant there. 



 The chiefs from far before him knelt with gifts of fox and beaver pelt... [Refrain] 
 
 4 O children of the forest free, the angel song is true; 
 The Holy Child of earth and heaven is born today for you. 
 Come, kneel before the radiant boy who brings you beauty, peace and joy... [Refrain] 
 
Scripture: Luke 2:25-40 (NIV) 
 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting 
for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into 
the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the 
Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. 
And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she 
had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was 
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up 
to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking 
forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with 
wisdom, and the grace of God was on him 
 
Solo: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (arr. Steven Curtis Chapman) 
 
Message: Finding Peace   Andy Dunn 
 
The Response 
 
Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are together in this space. We acknowledge our gifts 
through PAR, cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves. 
 
Offering Prayer: (unison) 
 
 God, you have given us so much, even when we did not ask. And when we did ask, you were 
 there also. Whether we saw you or not, whether we asked or not, we have received your 
 abundant love and bountiful grace. We can never repay these gifts, but we can return a small 



 portion of that which you have blessed us by giving, to further your work. We thank you, 
 God, and we offer these gifts of time and talents in Your name. AMEN. 
 
Pastoral Prayers & Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9a-13 KJV 
 
 Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the 
 power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 
The Sending Forth 
 
Carol: VU 38 Angels We Have Heard on High 
 
 1 Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
 and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
 
REFRAIN: 
 Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 
 2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? [Refrain] 
 
 3 Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. [Refrain] 
 
Commissioning & Benediction 
 
Choral Closing: VU 55 In the Bleak Midwinter VERSE 4 
 
 What can I give him, poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
 yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
 
Postlude 
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