
Bolton United Church – Sunday Worship 
December 13, 2020  

ADVENT 3 
Prelude 
Welcome 
 

Announcements: Please note: Worship services are currently virtual. As offering plates are also now virtual, you 
are invited to sign up for PAR, or to donate online (details are the website, follow the link). 
 

Acknowledging the Land      
We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabe 
peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their stewardship as we worship, 
listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.   
Prelude: 
 

Advent Hymn: VU 7 Hope is a Star VERSE 3 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle:  (The Dunn Family) 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  JOY 

VOICE - Last Sunday the candle of peace was lit. Today we will light the candle of Peace, along with the candle 
of hope as we remember that Christ’s coming signals a message of peace to the world.  

(The candles of Hope, and Peace is light.) 

VOICE - The third Advent Candle is the Candle of Joy. It reminds of Mary’s Joy one that was tainted with deep 
sense trepidation.  Mary experienced Joy yet because of cultural norms and values she was frightened of the 
unknown. Yet, she pondered the words the angel told her that a special child would be born to her - a child who 
would bring justice to the world’s people. 

VOICE - God wants us all to have joy. The angel who announced to the shepherds that Jesus had been born told 
them: "Do not be afraid. I am bringing you good news of a great joy for all people - for to you is born this day, 
in the City of David, a Saviour, who is the Messiah of God." 

VOICE - We light this candle to remember that Christ brings the promise of a new life - a life in which the blind 
receive sight, the oppressed are released, the lame walk, and the prisoners set free. We light this candle to 
remember that in Christ there is everlasting joy. 

Light the Third Candle 

VOICE - LET US PRAY - Loving God, we thank you for the joy you bring us. Help us prepare our hearts for this gift. 
Bless our worship. Help us to hear your words and do what you call us to be and do. We pray in the name of the 
One born in Bethlehem. Amen.  

The Call to Worship:  
Grace to you, and peace from the One who is Mother and Father to us all.  As Advent people we give thanks to 
the One who is ever faithful, ever true.  We gather to proclaim the wonder of God, who came, is coming and 
will come again.  By words, action and with gentleness of spirit, we celebrate the Advent of the One to come. 



 
Hymn: VU 56 Jesus Our Brother 
 
Opening Prayer: 
Come with us, God, on our Advent journey.  We come seeking the place of Jesus' birth.   Grant us the birth of 
new ideas; the birth of excitement, the birth of future visioning-so that we may be able to bring Hope to those 
living without hope, Peace to those living in conflicts, and Joy to the lonely.  In this our time of worship, we come 
seeking new directions and asking for strength as we navigate our way from this season of pandemic into a place 
of thanksgiving. We offer our prayers and seek your guidance in the name of the Christ Child. We earnestly wait 
for your coming, we pray. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Hope:  
Like the people of Isaiah's day, we know that God’s Love has come.  Come, let us worship the One who was, is, 
and is to come!  There is joy to be experienced even during this season of pandemic. Let us wait with joy! In our 
time of waiting let us rejoice with singing as we offer our thanksgiving for God’s love. Praise be to God Halleluiah, 
Halleluiah, Amen!  
 
Anthem: Manger Lullaby / arr. John Carter  
 
                                            We Listen to God’s Word 
 
Scripture :  Isaiah 61. 1-8 
1The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners, 2to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to 
comfort all who mourn, 3and provide for those who grieve in Zion- to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead 
of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be 
called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor. 4They will rebuild the ancient 
ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for 
generations. 5Strangers will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work your fields and vineyards. 6And you will 
be called priests of the LORD, you will be named ministers of our God. You will feed on the wealth of nations, 
and in their riches you will boast. 7Instead of your shame you will receive a double portion, and instead of 
disgrace you will rejoice in your inheritance. And so you will inherit a double portion in your land, and everlasting 
joy will be yours. 8"For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and wrongdoing. In my faithfulness I will reward 
my people and make an everlasting covenant with them. 
 
A Reading from the First Testament: 
 

Reflection:                                                                                                                           Rev. Eleanor Scarlett 
The Response 

 

Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are together in this space. We acknowledge our gifts through 
PAR, cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves.  
 
Offering Prayer: (unison) 
Loving God, there are many people in the world waiting for us to help them with the necessities of life. May 
these gifts do their part in relieving their needs in your name. May there be open spaces for people to wait 
peacefully upon your coming, in Christ name we pray. Amen.  



 
Pastoral prayer & Prayers of the People. 
 

The Sending Forth 
 

Hymn VU 35 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
 
Commissioning & Benediction 
May the vision of God's prophets encourage you. May the life of Jesus Christ be your example.   May the Holy 
Spirit fill you with peace, hope and joy--now and always. As we go from here, we go with the assurance of God’s 
grace in our hearts to love and seek justice for all peoples. Go, be blessed, experience Joy in your hearts, today 
and always.  
 
Choral Closing: VU 6 A Candle is Burning   VERSE 3 
 
Postlude:   


