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In scripture God speaks to each of us. Let us listen for the voice of God. 

Ephesians 1: 15-23                                                                                                       Matthew 25: 31-46                                                                                                                 

May the words that I speak and the reflection that we all share find a response that is worthy of you, most just, 

most loving, and most compassionate God. Amen 

Reflection:    Living God’s kingdom of love                                                        Pastor Dyanne Marlok 

Good Morning. I am grateful to be able to be with you this morning and I thank you for the invitation to share 

in worship with you. You have a lovely sanctuary.  Let me introduce myself to you. My name is Dyanne Marlok. 

I am the minister at Palgrave United Church, just about a 10 minute drive north of here. I am studying to become 

Diaconal Minister with the United Church of Canada. Diaconal ministers serve in all aspects of ministry and are 

formally called to education, service, social justice, and pastoral care. For several years I worked as a Medical 

Laboratory Technologist until retirement last year. 

Note: Scholars believe that the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians, may have possibly been written by a disciple of 

Paul writing the Letter in Paul’s name. In general the letter to the Ephesians, provides the Christian church with 

a grand vision of itself, toward which it can continually grow. Key points of this passage: 

• Paul prays that members of the church are given by God a spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that our 

heart is enlightened  and we live with hope 

• Believers have been called to live worthy lives 

• Christ sits far above all rule and authority and power and dominion 

• Our Lord Jesus Christ is the head of the church, which is his body 

In the Matthew passage, we learn that when we help the least important people we are beginning to see with 

the eyes of our hearts. Jesus is telling us that we are helping and serving Jesus when: 

• we donate food to the food banks 

•  provide meals to the homeless 

•  show hospitality to a stranger 

•  donate new and our gently used clothes 

•  care for the sick 

•  visit prisoners 

In the Matthew passage, Jesus refers to God’s kingdom. God’s kingdom is not only about heaven, but about 

earth as well. Our faith can lead us to actions which lead us to be partners, even if it is in a small way, in building 

the kingdom of heaven on earth. God’s kingdom reigns when we choose to get involved in our community and 

in the world. It is a kingdom of love. Through actions of outreach and striving for social justice, our communities 

of faith can be the true hands and feet of Christ. 

To Ponder: What are ways we can follow the Way of Jesus in our own lives, day by day?  

I would like to share with you a story of a huge church in Victoria, B.C. in 2018 where I witnessed homeless 

people being very at ease and comfortable being on the grounds of the church: 

• In June of 2018 I attended a 2 week course as I was beginning my studies at Centre for Christian Studies 

in Diaconal Ministry.  



• The course was held at a massive Anglican Cathedral- Christ Church Cathedral: rows and rows of pews, 

towering stain glass windows, huge pipe organ. I imagine it could feel quite intimidating to someone 

living on the street. 

• The church is located near the downtown area of Victoria, British Columbia on Vancouver Island. It is 

roughly a 10 minute walk from the harbour. 

• There are many homeless living in the area surrounding the Cathedral, several who live with the struggles 

of having an addiction. There is a history of tent cities forming near the Cathedral. 

• While I was there, I often sat outside on a park bench eating my lunch or resting during my break. An 

entrance to the Cathedral was just steps away. Often 2 to 3 homeless people would either be casually 

walking the grounds or just be sitting on a bench. What struck me was how they had this sense of 

belonging. They knew they were loved. They appeared to have a level of trust that they were being taken 

care of. 

• During the morning of the last day in Victoria, I walked downtown. I remember seeing people sleeping 

in the doorways in sleeping bags. How they were positioned made me think. They were not cowering in 

a corner or being pushed in a corner. There was this feeling of acceptance, caring, and love. 

• In our course, there were ten participants. Some lived near Victoria and shared stories of being heavily 

involved in outreach programs. There was no sense of superiority. These were simply people sharing 

their stories of how they helped those in need. 

• During this course, one afternoon two people who had previously lived on the streets shared their stories 

with us: how they became homeless, what it was like living on the streets, and how people helped them. 

We listened quietly and with respect as we heard these stories.  

In this story I just shared, there are examples of people having the spirit of wisdom and revelation that are 

spoken of in Ephesians.  

You may be listening to me and wondering what we can do to help those in need at a time when COVID-19 

seems to be reigning. At times, you may have feelings of isolation, frustration, and uncertainty. People and 

families within this community, within this country, and within the world still need your help. Jesus wants you 

to help. A phone call to a friend, to a neighbour or to a cousin may be exactly what that person needs at that 

moment. From your home you still have the opportunity to make a monetary donation to a shelter or to the 

local food bank. Through the United Church of Canada you can give to ‘giftswithvision.ca‘. Oh the possibilities. 

And there is always the power of prayer.                                                                                                                 

 The way to live out God’s kingdom of love is to see with the eyes of our heart while having the spirit of wisdom, 

and revelation- welcoming events that make us look at things in a new way. 

 


