
Bolton United Church – Sunday Worship  
Easter 3 

April 18, 2021 
Prelude 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Introit: VU 161 Welcome, Happy Morning VERSE 1 
 
Words: Venantius Fortunatus ca. 582; J. Ellerton 1868, rev. Hymns for Today’s Church 1982 
Music: Frances Ridley Havergal 1871 
 
1  
Welcome, happy morning! 
age to age shall say; 
hell today is vanquished, 
heaven is won today: 
come then, True and Faithful, 
now fulfil your word; 
this is your third morning: 
rise, O buried Lord! 

Refrain 
Welcome, happy morning! 
age to age shall say, 
hell today is vanquished, 
heaven is won today! 

 
Announcements 
Please note: Worship services are currently virtual.  As offering plates are also now virtual, you are invited to 
sign up for PAR, or to donate online (details are the website, follow the link). You can use e-transfer by sending 
donations to donations@boltonunitedchurch.com 
You are invited to type prayer requests into the chat of the live stream worship. 
 
Acknowledging the Land      
We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabe 
peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their stewardship as we worship, 
listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.   
 
Hymn:  VU 166 Joy Comes with the Dawn 
 
Words and Music: Gordon Light, 1985 
©Common Cup Company  
 
refrain 
Joy comes with the dawn; 
joy comes with the morning sun; 
joy springs from the tomb 



and scatters the night with her song, 
joy comes with the dawn. 
 
1 
Weeping may come; 
weeping may come in the night, 
when dark shadows cloud our sight. 

 
2 
Sorrow will turn, 
sorrow will turn into song, 
and God’s laughter make us strong. 

 
3 
We will rejoice, 
we will rejoice, 
and give praise, 
to the One who brings us grace. 
 
The Call to Worship 
We gather today as friends of Jesus to celebrate God’s love for us. 
We gather to reflect upon the mystery of the Easter story.  
Come let us worship the One who was, is, and is to come! 
    
Opening Prayer & Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
Easter One, you are full of surprises, you journey with us through times of joy and times of sorrow.  You invite 
us to sit at the table with you as siblings, friends, and confidants. 
We thank you for walking with us, and for guiding us on our journey of faith. We gather during this season of 
pandemic wilderness to ponder our personal and collective journeys. We recognise that this is a different kind 
of journey, one we have never walked before. Some of us are not sure what the future holds for us, and we 
find it difficult to navigate our way within parameters that are placed before us. Like springtime that calls us 
to experience new life, you call us to place our trust in you.  God, we confess that we are ill-prepared for this 
journey, so we place our hope in you... Grant that we may serve you with open eyes and hearts to see you in 
the faces of societies vulnerable. We pray in Christ, our Sibling, Teacher and Friend. Amen! 
 
Assurance of Hope 
Hear this good news: God says, “Do not be afraid.” Whatever we have done in this life and whatever we have 
failed to do, God is present with us. God forgives us and sets us free. We are free to live, to love and start over 
again. Thanks be to God. Amen.  

Anthem: He Is Exalted / arr. by Lloyd Larson 
 

We Listen to God’s Word 

Luke 24: 36-48 
Jesus Appears to the Disciples 
36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” 



37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, 
and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 
40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because 
of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 
44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written 
about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is 
written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 

 
One : A Reading from the 1st Testament  
 
Hymn: MV 106 I Am the Dream, You Are the Dreamer 
 
Words: S. Curtis Tufts, 2005 
Music: Rick Gunn 2006 
 
1 
I am the dream and you the dreamer. 
I am the song and you are the rhyme. 
You are the tune sung in every silence. 
You are the now in the endless stream of time. 
 
2 
I am the bell and you the silence. 
You are the yearning I cannot curtail. 
I am the blest you are the blessing. 
You are the wilds in which I lose my trail. 
 
3 
You are the word and I the echo. 
You are the leader and I the led. 
You are the joy and I the laughter. 
You are the Rock on which I lay my head. 
 
Reflection:                                                                            Rev. Eleanor Scarlett 

The Response 
 
Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are not together in this space. We acknowledge our gifts 
through PAR, cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves, online donations, time, talents, and 
selves.  
 
Offering Prayer: (unison) 
Generous One, you have blessed us with an abundance. You have called us to see you in the faces of society’s 
vulnerable and to offer hospitality to those who are hungry. May the giving of these gifts, and the sharing of 



our hearts and lives, be your vision of your kin-dom here on earth. Bless these gifts we offer today as symbols 
of your radical love for us. We pray in your name. Amen! 
 
Pastoral prayer & Prayers of the People. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

The Sending Forth 
 

Hymn: VU 175 This is the Day that God Has Made 
 
Words and Music: Natalie Sleeth 1976, alt. 

Refrain 
This is the day that God has made! 
Rejoice! Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad! 
This is the day that God has made! 
Rejoice! Rejoice, Hallelujah! 
 
1 
Christ has conquered death at last, 
left the tomb that held him fast! 
Gone the sorrow, gone the night, 
dawns the morning clear and bright! 
 
2 
Jesus lives who once was dead, 
lives forever as he said! 
Risen now our saviour King; 
songs of gladness let us sing! 
 
Commissioning & Benediction 
Go with God’s love. 
Go with long memories of the songs and stories of our faith. 
Go knowing that you are the hands and feet of Christ in our world. 
Go with courage, be safe, stay healthy, love your neighbours and friends.  
Go with the peace and love of God, know that God’s love goes with you. Amen! 
 
Choral Closing: VU 161 Welcome, Happy Morning VERSE 4 
 
Words: Venantius Fortunatus ca. 582; J. Ellerton 1868, rev. Hymns for Today’s Church 1982 
Music: Frances Ridley Havergal 1871 
 
4 
Loose our souls imprisoned, 
bound with Satan's chain; 
all that now is fallen, 
raise to life again! 



Show your face in brightness, 
shine the whole world through; 
hope returns with daybreak, 
life returns with you. 
 
Postlude 
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