
 
Bolton United Church – Sunday Worship  

Black History, Lent 2 
February 28, 2021 

 
Prelude 
Introit:  VU 278 In the Quiet Curve of Evening VERSE 2 
 
Words: Julie Howard 1993 
Music: Julie Howard 1993, arr, Vera Lyons 1993 alt. 
 
2 
In the rests between the phrases, 
in the cracks between the stars, 
in the gaps between the meaning you are there, 
In the melting down of endings, in the cooling of the sun, 
in the solstice of the winter, you are there. 
 
Refrain 
You are there, you are there, you are there. 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Welcome & Announcements:  Please note: Worship services are currently virtual.  As offering plates are also 
now virtual, you are invited to sign up for PAR, or to donate online (details are the website, follow the link). 
You can use e-transfer by sending donations to donations@boltonunitedchurch.com 
You are invited to type prayer requests into the chat of the live stream worship. 
 
Our Worship Service for the month of February will be focused on Black History.   
 
Acknowledging the Land      
We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabe 
peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their stewardship as we worship, 
listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.   
 
Hymn:  MV 120 My Soul Cries Out 
 
Words: Rory Cooney, 1990 
Music: traditional melody, Ireland; arr. Rory Cooney, 1990 
 
1 
My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, 
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you did not spurn, 
So from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn? 
Refrain 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.  Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 



2 
Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, 
And your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be. 
Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn, 
You will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn. 
 
3 
From the halls of power to the fortress tower, not a stone will be left on stone. 
Let the king beware for your justice tears ev’ry tyrant from his throne. 
The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn; 
There are tables spread, ev’ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn. 
 
4 
Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast: 
God’s mercy must deliver us from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 
This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound, 
‘Til the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around. 
 
The Call to Worship:  
You are our God, and we seek your face. Our souls’ thirst for your presence, and we long to gather together on 
the banks of your river. When the land is dry and we find ourselves in Lenten wilderness, we call for you; we 
turn to you in worship. For from you will come our living water, from you will come the refreshing streams, from 
you will come the life we long for, the hope we so desperately need.  
God of Abraham and Sarah, there are times when we doubt what you tell us. There are times when we do not 
even listen for your voice. Forgive us, God, when we go our own way and ignore you. Help us, God, to be attuned 
to your voice and follow it. This we ask in Jesus’ forgiving name.  (Silence) 
 
Words of Assurance 
Even though we may close God out of our lives by refusing to accept God’s invitations, God does not shut us 
out or stop calling us.  The first step in accepting God’s call is to accept God’s forgiveness and grace.  
Thanks be to God. And the people of God say. Amen! 
 
Anthem: Rock-a My Soul / arr. by Kirby Shaw 
 

We Listen to God’s Word 
Joel 2, 15-30 a, NIV selected verses 
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a sacred assembly.  16 Gather the people, consecrate the 
assembly; bring together the elders, gather the children, those nursing at the breast.  Let the bridegroom leave 
his room and the bride her chamber. 17 Let the priests, who minister before the LORD, weep between the portico 
and the altar. 21     Do not be afraid, land of Judah; be glad and rejoice. Surely the LORD has done great things! 
23 Be glad, people of Zion, rejoice in the LORD your God, for he has given you the autumn rains because he is 
faithful. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring rains, as before. 24 The threshing floors will 
be filled with grain; the vats will overflow with new wine and oil. 25 “I will repay you for the years the locusts have 
eaten—the great locust and the young locust, the other locusts and the locust swarm[b]—my great army that I 
sent among you. 26 You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you will praise the name of the LORD your 
God, who has worked wonders for you; never again will my people be shamed. 27 Then you will know that I am 
in Israel, that I am the LORD your God, and that there is no other; never again will my people be shamed. 28 “And 
afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will 



dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 29 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out 
my Spirit in those days. 30 I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth. 
 
One : A Reading from the 1st Testament  
 
Hymn: VU 714 We're Marching to Zion 
 
Words: Isaac Watts 1707, refrain, Robert S Lowry, 1876 
Music: Robert S Lowry, 1876 
 
1 
Come, we that love the Lord,  
and let our joys be known,  
join in a song with sweet accord,  
join in a song with sweet accord  
and thus surround the throne, 
and thus surround the throne.  
 
Refrain 
We're marching to Zion,  
beautiful, beautiful Zion;  
we're marching upward to Zion,  
the beautiful city of God.  
 
2 
Let those refuse to sing  
who never knew our God;  
but children of the heavenly King,  
but children of the heavenly King  
may speak their joys abroad, 
may speak their joys abroad. 
 
3 
The hill of Zion yields  
a thousand sacred sweets  
before we reach the heavenly fields,  
before we reach the heavenly fields,  
or walk the golden streets,  
or walk the golden streets. 
 
4 
Then let our songs abound,  
and every tear be dry;  
we're marching through Emmanuel's ground,  
we're marching through Emmanuel's ground, 
to fairer worlds on high,  
to fairer worlds on high. 
 
  



Reflection:                                                                                         Rev. Eleanor Scarlett 
The Response 

 
Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are not together in this space. We acknowledge our gifts 
through PAR, cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves  
online donations, time, talents, and selves.  
 
Offering Prayer: (unison) 
Loving God, we offer our gifts of self, time, talents, and money.  We make these offerings as a sign of your 
kingdom here on earth. May Your Light embolden us to see our neighbours as we see ourselves. Help us to 
walk with the hungry, the homeless and hopeless. May these gifts offered here today bring transformation 
to the world’s broken! This we pray in Your name. Amen!   
 
Pastoral Prayer & Prayers of the People. 

The Sending Forth 
 

Hymn: MV 182 Grateful 
Words and Music: Tom Tomaszek,2003 arr. Sara Hart and Tom Tomaszek, 2003 
 
Refrain 
Grateful for the life you give us, 
thankful for your Holy Son 
joyful in your Spirit flowing 
over all O God of Love. 
Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, 
thankful for your holy Word, 
joyful in your mercy flowing 
we will praise you. 
 
1 
You are more than we imagine, 
Ancient Holy Living Lord. 
Even when we doubt your presence, 
you are faithful to your word. 
 
Refrain 
Grateful for the life you give us, 
thankful for your Holy Son 
joyful in your Spirit flowing 
over all O God of Love. 
Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, 
thankful for your holy Word, 
joyful in your mercy flowing 
we will praise you. 
 
2 
May our lives proclaim your justice, 
may our voices sing your praise. 
May our hands work in your service 



to the glory of your name. 
 
Refrain 
Grateful for the life you give us, 
thankful for your Holy Son 
joyful in your Spirit flowing 
over all O God of Love. 
Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, 
thankful for your holy Word, 
joyful in your mercy flowing 
We will praise you. 
 
 
Commissioning & Benediction 
Go with God’s love. 
Go with long memories of the songs and stories of our faith. 
Go knowing that you are the hands and feet of Christ in our world. 
Go with courage, be safe, stay healthy, love your neighbours and friends.  
Go with the peace and love of God, know that God goes with you. 
 
Choral Closing: MV 222 May the Peace of God be your Peace 
 
Words and music: Neil McLaren, 2001, alt. 
 
May the peace of God be your peace. 
May the love of God be the love you show. 
May the joy of God be the joy you know, 
And may the world that God would see be found in you. 
 
Postlude:   
 
Words to music and permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license A – 720691 and CCLI #3164174. All rights reserved. 
 


