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Joyfully sharing God’s love for all creation through faith, fellowship and service. 
 
The night we have been waiting for has finally arrived.  A young woman conceived and bore a son, 
his name is called Emmanuel, God with us. God has caused Light to shine in our hearts it is the Light 
of God’s unconditional Love for God’s people.  Let us embrace the mystery of God’s Light within 
and around us: May the wonder of this night rekindle the warmth of the first Christmas night.  
“May the wonder of God’s Love encircle us as we embrace the new.  Merry Christmas a Happy and 
healthy New Year.” 
 
Welcome: 
 
Solo - "O Holy Night" (by Adolphe Adam) 
 
I greet you in the name of the One born this night: 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. May the Hope, Peace, Joy, and the Love of Christ be with you. 
 
Opening Carol - VU 59 Joy to the World 
 
Words: Isaac Watts 1719, alt 
Music: attrib. George Frederic Handel 1742, arr. Lowell Mason 1836 
 
1 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 
let earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
2 
Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns: 
let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plain 



repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
3 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground: 
he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
4 
He rules the earth with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
Call to Worship: (unison) 
Welcome to the beauty and wonder of Christmas. Together let us celebrate the gift of God’s love. 
 Fill us with your love, as we experience once again the joy of the Good News that the angels sang 
so long ago.  Amen. 
 
Solo - "Nazareth" (by Charles Gounod) 
 
Evening Prayer: (unison) 
Miraculous God, how amazing it is that our lives have been touched by Your wondrous Love.   
Like the angels, we too, say glory, glory, glory!  We thank you that the birth of Jesus has changed 
our lives and filled our hearts with gladness. Holy One empower us to continue telling the story 
of Your Love. We pray in the name of the One born in a Bethlehem stable. Amen!   
   
Carol - VU 60 O Come All Ye Faithful 
 
Words: English translation Fredrick Oakely 1844 et al 
Music: attrib. John Francis Wade ca 1743 
 
1 
O come all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 
come and behold him, 
born the King of angels; 



 
refrain 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 
 
2 
God of God, 
light of light, 
lo he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
very God,  
begotten nor created: 
 
refrain 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 
 
3 
Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God 
in the highest: 
 
refrain 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 
 
4 
See how the shepherds 
summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks draw high with lowly fear. 
we to will thither 
bend our joyful footsteps 
 
refrain 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 



Christ the Lord. 
 
5 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 
 
refrain 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord.  
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle:  
 
Our Advent journey is complete, we pause to ponder the many challenges we have faced thus far. 
Yet we are ready to experience God’s wondrous Love for us.  
 
We light the first candle reminding us of God’s Hope for us. (The first Advent candle is lit.)  
 
We light the second candle reminding us of Peace, the Peace that Christ offers the world. (The 
second candle is lit.) 
 
We light the third candle reminding us of the Joy that comes from God. (The third candle is lit.) 
 
We light the fourth candle reminding us of God’s self-giving love for us. (The fourth candle is lit.) 
 
Tonight, we light the Christ candle to remind us of God’s Love that came into world to teach us how 
to live together in communities as one family.  
 
Our hearts are filled with mixed emotions in knowing that we cannot gather in our sacred space as 
we usually do. Yet, we give thanks that we can still gather together to celebrate the birth of your 
child. Let us carry the love of Christ in our hearts.  (The Christ candle is lit.)    
 
Candle Hymn - VU 6 A Candle is Burning VERSE 5 
 
5 
We honour Messiah with Christ candle’s flame, 
our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaim. 
 O come, all you faithful, rejoice in this night, 
as God comes among us, the Christian’s true light. 
 
The Wonder of Mary: 



 
First Reading: Luke 1: 26-38 NIV 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! 
The Lord is with you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But 
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over 
Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in 
her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left 
her. 

 
Anthem: "Angels' Carol" (by John Rutter) 
 
Children’s Story 
 
Carol: VU 48 Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
 
Words: Charles Wesley 1739 alt. 
Music: Felix Mendelssohn 1840, adapt. William Hayman Cumming 1856 
 
1 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King, 
peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim: 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
refrain 



Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
2 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold Him come 
offspring of a virgin's womb, 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail the incarnate deity, 
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
refrain 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
3 
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give them second birth. 
refrain 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
 
The Wonder of the Shepherds 
 
Second Reading: Luke 2: 1-20 NIV 
The Birth of Jesus 

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And 
everyone went to their own town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, 
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 
and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 



cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 
in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God, and 
saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 
about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had 
been told. 

 
Carol: VU 36 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

Music: James Montgomery 1816 

Music: Henry Thomas Smart. 1867 alt desc Ruth Girard 1994 

1 
Angels from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
ye who sang creation's story, 
now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
refrain 
come and worship, 
come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King! 
2 
Shepherds, in the field abiding, 
watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, 
yonder shines the infant Light; 
refrain 
come and worship, 
come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King! 
3 
Sages, leave your contemplations; 
brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great desire of nations, 



ye have seen his natal star; 
refrain 
come and worship, 
come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King! 
4 
Saints before the altar bending, 
watching long in hope and fear, 
suddenly the Lord, descending, 
in his temple shall appear: 
refrain 
come and worship, 
come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King! 
 
Our Wonder 
 
Third Reading: John 1: 5, 10-14 NIV 
10 Whoever believes in the Son of God accepts this testimony. Whoever does not believe God has 
made him out to be a liar, because they have not believed the testimony God has given about his 
Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever 
has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that 
you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us. 

Carol: VU 69 Away in a Manger 

Words:  author unknown first published 1885 

Music: William J. Kirkpatrick in 1895. 

1 
Away in a manger, 
no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus 
laid down his sweet head 
The stars in the bright sky 
looked down where he lay 
the little Lord Jesus 
asleep on the hay. 
2 
The cattle are lowing, 
the poor baby wakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, 
no crying He makes. 



I love you, Lord Jesus 
look down from the sky, 
and stay by my side 
until morning is nigh. 
3 
Be near me, Lord Jesus, 
I ask you to stay 
close by me forever, 
and love me I pray. 
Bless all the dear children 
In your tender care, 
and fit us for heaven 
to live with you there. 
 
Meditation:           Rev. Eleanor Scarlett 
 
Carol: VU 64 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
Words: Phillips Brooks 1868 
Music: Lewis Henry Redner 1868 
 
1 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight 
2 
For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth 
3 
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessed gift of heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming; but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him still the dear Christ enters in. 
4 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel 
 
Communion 
 



Let us pray: Most Holy and Loving God, we gather from the comforts of our homes in your presence 
to experience the mystery that is shared in communion; the mystery of your radical love made 
known within us. 
 
We come tonight with our eyes open wide to see your vision, and to experience the wonders of 
your love. Open our minds to embrace the possibilities you have for us this night. May your story 
remind us that God came into the world in the shape and form of a poor and vulnerable child—who 
was different by society’s standard. May this sacred memory embolden us to see this season of 
Pandemic as a time of learning. Open our eyes to see the marginalized not as a curse but as a 
blessing. The hungry, the homeless, those fleeing repression, those seeking their rights, and those 
caring deeply for all God’s creation as full members of communities.  May we continue to work 
together to make this church, community, and world a cradle of justice, peace, and ecological 
integrity—a place of hope for every living person. 
 
As we gather to partake in this service of communion, we pray that you will bless us and what we 
do here tonight. May this bread from the grains of the fields, this cup from the grape of vine 
become for us, your love of renewal in our lives and world? Amen! 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
From the warmth of the womb: to the cold of the world, from the nourishment of the umbilical 
cord, to the flowing, loving kindness of Mary’s breast we are drawn to the wonder of this night.  
From the longing, of our hearts; to the bounty of Christ’s table, all are welcome here to be fed with 
the bread of life to be strengthened with the cup of love. Come, be blessed, be filled; Christ is here 
with us in this place at this time. Thanks be to God for the gift of love. 
 
The Elements are blessed: 
The Bread of Life 
The Cup of Love. 
Amen!    
 
Christmas Prayer: (unison) 
 
God grant us the light of Christmas, which is faith, 
the warmth of Christmas, which is love, 
the radiance of Christmas, which is joy, 
the righteousness of Christmas, which is justice, 
the belief of Christmas, which is truth, 
the all of Christmas, which is Christ.   
 
Offering Prayer:  
O God, who labours to birth abundant life among us: We thank you for the birth we celebrate 
tonight.  In response to your great labour of love we offer our gifts. We open ourselves to you, 
knowing that will be born anew to us this Christmas time.  Amen. 



 
Commissioning & Benediction: 
May the God of wonder, walk with us, may the God of Light guide our path. May the mystery of this 
night be with us today and always and may the comforting presence of Holy Spirit be with us all the 
days of our life. Amen!   
 
Closing Carol - VU 67 Silent Night 
 
Words: Joseph Mohr 1818 English trans John Freeman Young 1863 et al 
Music: Franz Xavier Grüber 1818 
1 
Silent night! Holy night!  
All is calm all is bright  
round yon virgin mother and child.  
Holy infant so tender and mild,  
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
2 
Silent night! Holy night!  
Shepherds quake at the sight: 
glories stream from heaven afar,  
heavenly hosts sing hallelujah,  
Christ the Saviour is born, 
Christ the Saviour is born. 
3 
Silent night! holy night!  
Son of God, love's pure light  
radiant beams from thy holy face,  
with the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
 
Postlude:   
"Angels in the Sky” (Remix) 
for Reduced Physically-Distanced Worship Band" 
(by Andrew Dunn) 
 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license A – 720691. All rights reserved. 
 
Words to music licenced under CCLI #3164174 
 
 
 



 
 
 


