
Bolton United Church – Sunday Worship 
November 15, 2020  

                                      
We Gather To Worship 

 
Prelude: 
 

Introit: VU 396 Jesus, Stand Among Us   VERSE 1 
 

Welcome  As we gather in the love of Christ…let us celebrate God’s rich diversity of life. 
 
Announcements:  
 

Acknowledging the Land      

We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabe 

peoples, on whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their stewardship as we worship, 

listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.   
  
Hymn: MV 155 Unbounded Spirit, Breath of God 
 

The Call to Worship & Opening Prayer:  
Spirit of the Living God, we gather as your people, seeking your presence and healing touch upon our lives and 
our world.  In the midst of tension, anxiety, depression and conflict, we come seeking your peace.  As the days 
grow shorter, we seek your light that we may shine your love and hope into our world.  You are beside us and 
before us, beneath us and above us – there is nothing that can separate us from your love and in gratefulness 
and praise we gather as your people of hope, faith and love, O God.  
  
Assurance of Hope: “The Life of All” by Miriam Therese Winter.  
 
                                      Bread of Tomorrow p. 137.  (Based on Psalm 104) 
God of power, God of people, 
You are the life of all 
that lives, 
energy 
that fills the earth, 
vitality 
that brings to birth, 
the impetus 
toward making whole 
whatever is bruised 
or broken. 
In you we grow 
to know the truth 
that sets all creation free. 
You are the song 
the whole earth sings, 
the promise 
liberation brings, 
now and forever. 
All: And the people of God say amen!  



We Listen to God’s Word 
 

Anthem: Only Faith / by Joseph M. Martin 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, The Message (MSG) 

1-3 I don’t think, friends, that I need to deal with the question of when all this is going to happen. You know as 
well as I that the day of the Master’s coming can’t be posted on our calendars. He won’t call ahead and make 
an appointment any more than a burglar would. About the time everybody’s walking around complacently, 
congratulating each other—“We’ve sure got it made! Now we can take it easy!”—suddenly everything will fall 
apart. It’s going to come as suddenly and inescapably as birth pangs to a pregnant woman.  4-8 But friends, 
you’re not in the dark, so how could you be taken off guard by any of this? You’re sons of Light, daughters of 
Day. We live under wide open skies and know where we stand. So let’s not sleepwalk through life like those 
others. Let’s keep our eyes open and be smart. People sleep at night and get drunk at night. But not us! Since 
we’re creatures of Day, let’s act like it. Walk out into the daylight sober, dressed up in faith, love, and the hope 
of salvation. 

9-11 God didn’t set us up for an angry rejection but for salvation by our Master, Jesus Christ. He died for us, a 
death that triggered life. Whether we’re awake with the living or asleep with the dead, we’re alive with him! So 
speak encouraging words to one another. Build up hope so you’ll all be together in this, no one left out, no one 
left behind. I know you’re already doing this; just keep on doing it. 

Sermon: “Building up Hope”                                      Rev. Debbie Johnson  
 
Hymn: VU 678 For the Healing of the Nations 
 

The Response 
Offering & Gifts  
Offertory Prayer (unison) 
Gracious and Generous God from who all blessings flow, we offer a portion of what we have – our money, 
our talents, our commitment and our hope, in the gifts that are seen and those unseen.  We thank you for all 
the ways we are invited to give to you mission lived out in this community of faith.  May all that we offer be 
a blessing of faith, hope and love for your world.  In Your name, we pray. Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayers & Prayers of the People: 
                                  

The Sending Forth 
Hymn: MV 165 There Is A Time 

Commissioning & Benediction: (VU 428 by The Very Reverend the Honourable Lois M. Wilson) 
 
May the blessing of the God of Sarah and Hagar, as of Abraham, the blessing of the Son, born of the woman 
Mary, and the blessing of the Spirit, who broods over us as a mother her children, be with you all.  Let us go out 
into the world bearing and sharing the light of God’s love with all whom we meet.    
 
Choral Closing:    VU 481 Sent Forth By God's Blessing   VERSE 1 
 
Postlude:  


