
Bolton United Church – Sunday Worship 
April 4, 2021  

Easter Celebrations  
 
Words for meditation: Our Lenten Journey has brought us the joys of Easter Day. Easter is a day filled with surprises, 
awe, and wonder. Easter is a time to experience the mysteries of God’s Love revealed to us in the Resurrection story. 
Christ is risen, risen indeed, Alleluia! 

Prelude 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Introit:  VU 161 Welcome, Happy Morning VERSE 1 
 
Words: Venantius Fortunatus ca. 582; J. Ellerton 1868, rev. Hymns for Today’s Church 1982 
Music: Frances Ridley Havergal 1871 
 
1  
Welcome, happy morning! 
age to age shall say; 
hell today is vanquished, 
heaven is won today: 
come then, True and Faithful, 
now fulfil your word; 
this is your third morning: 
rise, O buried Lord! 

Refrain 
Welcome, happy morning! 
age to age shall say, 
hell today is vanquished, 
heaven is won today! 

Welcome & Announcements:  Please note: Worship services are currently virtual. Please note that our Wednesday 
luncheon chats will resume on April 14, at 12:30-1-30.  As offering plates are also now virtual, you are invited to sign up 
for PAR, or to donate online (details are the website, follow the link). You can use e-transfer by sending donations to 
donations@boltonunitedchurch.com 
You are invited to type prayer requests into the chat of the live stream worship.  
 
Acknowledging the Land      
We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabe peoples, on 
whose land and by whose waters we gather. We acknowledge their stewardship as we worship, listen, learn, share, and 
heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.   
 
Hymn: VU 155 Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
 
Words: Lyra Davidica 1708 et al. 
Music: Lyra Davidica 1708, desc. Derek Holman 1971 
 
1 
Jesus Christ is risen today, hallelujah! 
our triumphant holy day, hallelujah! 



who did once upon the cross, hallelujah! 
suffer to redeem our loss. hallelujah! 
 
2 
Hymns of praise then let us sing hallelujah! 
unto Christ, our heavenly King, hallelujah! 
who endured the cross and grave, hallelujah! 
sinners to redeem and save. hallelujah! 
 
3 
But the pains which he endured, hallelujah! 
our salvation have procured; hallelujah! 
now above the sky he’s King, hallelujah! 
where the angels ever sing. hallelujah! 
 
4 
Sing we to our God above, hallelujah! 
praise eternal as God’s love; hallelujah! 
praise our God ye heavenly host, hallelujah! 
praise the Son, and Holy Ghost. hallelujah! 
 
The Call to Worship: 
Christ is risen! 
All: Risen indeed Alleluia! 
One: We remember Christ love, Christ sacrifice and Christ victory. 
All: Come, let us worship the risen Christ in minds, hearts, and spirit.  
Christ is risen from the dead Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Solo:  The End of the Beginning by David Phelps        Matt Dunn 
 
Opening Prayer & Prayer of Confession (unison) 
Easter God, you surprise us with your presence, you transcend the tomb, and stand among us. 
You open our eyes and our hearts; you call us by our names and remind us how much you love us.  
We are excited to be part of the Easter story: 
May our experience of the Easter story fill us with joy, and wonder of your victory over death.  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Risen Christ, we are often blinded by your presence; we sometimes look back trying to find you in those places and 
things we have left behind.  Easter is the centre of our faith; we celebrate with joy the empty tomb, the empty cross 
and God’s unconditional love and compassion for us. “We want to love you in return; but we are afraid”. Forgive us 
resurrected One and guide us to the joy of the Easter promise. Amen.  
 
Assurance of Hope: 
Jesus is alive. He has destroyed death, rising he restored our lives. 
All:  We are accepted, forgiven, and are made new in and through the power of the Risen Christ. Alleluia we are an 
Easter people. Thanks be to God!’ 
 
Anthem: God's Grace is So Amazing / by Mark Hayes 
 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 



Scripture :  John 20 : 1-18 NIV 
 
The Empty Tomb 
20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had 
been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and 
said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”  3 So Peter and the other 
disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He 
bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and 
went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around 
Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the 
tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise 
from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 
 
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 
11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in 
white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and 
saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 
15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get 
him.”  16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”  She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I 
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these 
things to her. 
 
Solo:   The Holy City by Stephen Adams         Julie Dunn 
 
Reflection:                                                                                           Rev. Eleanor Scarlett 

 
The Response 

 
Our Offering & Gifts are received even though we are not together in this space. We acknowledge our gifts through PAR, 
cheques, cash, online donations, time, talents, and selves, online donations, time, talents, and selves.  
 
Offering Prayer: (unison) 
God of Resurrection, we want to dance and sing. We want to shout and party. Today is a day of celebration! Easter joy 
is ours. That is why we are generous with our giving. We want this church to continue to herald the resurrection story. 
Use our offering to convey the timeless miracle of new life for God’s much -loved people. Amen. *Adapted from 
Gathering Lent, Easter 2021 Year B.  

Communion Hymn: VU 185 You Tell Me That the Lord Is Risen 
 
Words: Rob Johns 1985 
Music: English traditional melody; arr Arthur Seymour Sullivan 1874 
 
1 
You tell me that the Lord is risen, 
that you have seen his face. 
Then tell me why you crouch in fear 
and hide within this place. 
You say that he spoke words of peace 



and stood just as before 
But ‘til I touch his very flesh 
I will not trust your joy. 
 
2 
You claim a resurrection here, 
that God has broken death. 
No easy words like these will soothe 
the pain that tears my breath. 
How well do I recall his face, 
compassion strength in fear. 
How deeply my grief that he should die, 
Spare me your words of cheer! 
 
3 
“Now peace be with you. 
Come, my friend my wounded body see. 
Let the rich courage of your doubt 
bring you to fresh belief. 
Fear not to wonder at the Word, 
to search the depths of grace. 
Reach out to touch, here is my hand. 
Receive the gift of faith.” 
 
4 
“How blest are they, how fortunate 
who know without the sight. 
But Thomas you are favoured too, 
for searching yields the light.” 
So may each pilgrim in the Way, 
each road to Christ be blest, 
‘til lips declare, “My Lord and God!” 
Christ’s body one at last. 
 
Communion Liturgy:  
 
Christ is Risen, Risen Indeed! 
Love is here, can you feel it. 
Yes, we can, it’s in our hearts. 
Let us open yourselves to God’s love. 
Feel the breath of the Spirit. 
God’s love enfolds us. 
Jesus taught us a new way.               (silent reflection) 
Tender, God, you invite us to gather at this table, 
to taste the feast, the abundant promise of new life revealed in the Risen Christ. 
Time and time again you grace us with your love. 
even when we step away, you continue to call us to be your people. 
You have never left us. 
We praise you for your love and forgiveness, you are ever-patient, always faithful. 
We give thanks for this time of celebration. 
For the One this meal remembers. 
For the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Christ is alive! 



Let us take some time to quietly remember those who have died this past year, including those who have died from the 
coronavirus. (Silence) 
We celebrate their lives, as we grieve together.   (Silence) 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again 
 
Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine 
Gathered with his friends, Jesus took bread, broke it and said: “This is my body, broken for you.  Take and eat.” 
  
The Pouring the Cup: 
“The Cup of Love poured out for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
Prayer for the Holy Spirit 
God of all, pour Your Spirit on us, help us to recognise your presence amongst us. These elements we share together are 
gifted from Your hands. As we eat this grain and drink this cup, make us one with You. 
Be with us today and in every moment of our lives.   
Help us in our walk with You, guide us by ur Your Spirit, to live with Christ. Now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Gifts: 
Jesus Christ the Bread of life: 
Jesus Christ the Cup of love. 
 
Pastoral prayer & Prayers of the People. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

The Sending Forth 
 
Hymn: VU 158 Christ Is Alive 
 
Words: Brian Wren 1968 alt. 
Music: Thomas Williams 1789, dec. John Wilson 
 
1 
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
The cross stands empty to the sky. 
Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 
2 
Christ is alive! No longer bound 
to distant years in Palestine, 
but saving, healing, here and now 
and touching every place and time. 
 
3 
In every insult, rift, and war 
where colour, scorn, or wealth divide, 
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 
and lives, where even hope has died. 
 



4 
Women and men, in age and youth, 
can feel the Spirit, hear the call, 
and find the way, the life, the truth, 
revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
 
5 
Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
good news to this and every age, 
till earth and sky and ocean ring 
with joy, with justice, love and praise. 
 
Commissioning & Benediction 
Risen with Christ, may we know there is  reassurance in God’s presence.   
Risen with Christ, may we accept the challenge to work in God’s way.   
Risen with Christ, may we be living proof that God’s love is stronger than death.  
Resen with Christ may we accept that God’s Love for us will never die. Amen.(Adapted from “A Song of Faith)”* 
 
Choral Closing: VU 161 Welcome, Happy Morning VERSE 4 
 
Words: Venantius Fortunatus ca. 582; J. Ellerton 1868, rev. Hymns for Today’s Church 1982 
Music: Frances Ridley Havergal 1871 
 
4 
Loose our souls imprisoned, 
bound with Satan's chain; 
all that now is fallen, 
raise to life again! 
Show your face in brightness, 
shine the whole world through; 
hope returns with daybreak, 
life returns with you. 
 
Refrain 
Welcome, happy morning! 
age to age shall say, 
hell today is vanquished, 
heaven is won today! 
 
Postlude:  Jesus Christ Superstar / arr. by Louise Harding 
 
Words to music and permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license 
A – 720691 and CCLI #3164174. All rights reserved 
 
 


