
Reflections July 19, 2020 - “Who Is A Neighbour” 

 Luke 10:25-37, preached at Bolton/Palgrave United Church by Rev. Eleanor Scarlett.  

We come this morning to hear the well-known parable of Luke’s Gospel Chapter 10: 25-37 commonly known as 

the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  Why this story called the Good Samaritan, is it because this man showed 

mercy and compassion to someone who was in great need?  Or could it be it’s because of this parable we have 

the phrase “Good Samaritan” which we use to refer to anyone who does a selfless, merciful act for someone in 

need. It is widely believed that Jesus told this parable to remind us to be compassionate to those around us who 

are in need.  While this is an important aspect of the parable, we will discover that the main focus is to expose 

the lawyer’s lack of love for his neighbour and God. As well as to show that he needed God’s love in order to 

inherit eternal life. 

 

In verse 25 we read that a lawyer a teacher of the Law, “stood up to put [Jesus] to the test, saying, ‘Teacher, 

what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’” (25)  While the question is asked to try to put Jesus to the test, it is still a 

good question.  Jesus responds by asking, “What is written in the Law? Tell me, how do you read it?” (26) 

 

Jesus immediately takes the lawyer to the Scriptures and thus demonstrates the priority and authority of the 

Scripture. The lawyer, being a good lawyer, gives the correct answer from Deuteronomy 6:5 “Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength and with all your mind” and your neighbour as 

yourself.” Levititcus19:18, 27.  Jesus commends the lawyer for having the correct answer, and adds, “Do this, 

and you will live” (28).  Jesus tells the lawyer that only those who love in this way shall inherit eternal life. 

 

The lawyer, trying to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’” (29)  The lawyer wanted to know 

who qualifies as his neighbour.  In other words, who meets the criteria of being worthy of my love?  He had 

hoped to justify himself because his definition of a neighbour only included pious Jews like himself.  Jesus, 

knowing this, replies with the parable of the Good Samaritan.  He told this parable to show that the proper 

question is not “Who meets the criteria of being worthy of my love?” (29); but rather “Who needs my love and 

compassion?” 

 

A man was beaten by robbers and left half dead on the road.  A priest, one who ministers in the temple, saw the 

man and “passed by on the other side” (31).  A Levite, an assistant to priests, did likewise.  Finally, a Samaritan 

“had compassion” (33) on the man and tended to his wounds.  Let’s think about this, a Samaritan? It would 

appear as if Jesus was intentional in using the Samaritan because Jews and Samaritans were like oil and 

water.  The lawyer was no friend of Samaritans.  Jesus then asked a probing question: “Which of these three, 

do you think, proved to be a neighbour to the man who fell among the robbers?” (36) The lawyer reluctantly 

replied, “The one who showed mercy” (37).  The lawyer’s attempt to justify himself failed because he knew that 

it was the Samaritan who loved his neighbour as himself.  Jesus says to the teacher of the Law, “Go and do 

likewise” (37). 

 

What must a person do to inherit eternal life?  Love God, and love our neighbours as much as we love 

ourselves.  A neighbour is anyone in need of help, the homeless, the disenfranchised, the vulnerable, those who 
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are alone and are afraid. As people of faith we are called to respond to justice. What then does it mean when 

we talk about our neighbour within this context? What are some of the issues that presents themselves to us 

today?   

  

COVID19 and racism are two major issues that are playing out in our communities, countries and world today. 

We have this moment to make real change---how will we do it? With the recent pandemic, we have seen and 

heard of people reaching out to each other by offering help in various ways. Neighbours helping neighbours, 

communities coming together and sharing with each other.  

Immediately following the lockdown some members of BUC contacted me offering to help with shopping, picking 

up prescriptions and/or doing errands for the vulnerable members of our community. Some of you have been 

sharing positive pictures of words reflecting beautiful art work that offers encouragements found along walking 

trails and/or pathways.  

 

Not too long ago I saw a story on Facebook about a homeless man and a woman.  According to the story the 

woman offered to take the man across the street for a meal, the man told the woman he was not allowed in the 

restaurant, she however continued to take him in and had him seated at a table. She ordered breakfast, as she 

sat down to eat, she asked him if he remembered her. He did not, she reminded him of who she was. She told 

him, ‘there was a time in her life when she had hit rock bottom. At that time the now homeless man was the cook 

in that very restaurant. She would go in almost every day looking for something to eat, anything. This man would 

give her a large sandwich which he would pay for from his own pocket, that would be her only meal for the day. 

She thanked him for being there for her when she was down and out.’   She then told him that she had turned 

her life around and was now the CEO of a company not far from where they were. She offered him a second 

chance by extending her gratitude with a position in her company to start immediately.  She invited him to follow 

her. There she asked her personal assistant to find him a position within the company, an apartment as well as 

to go shopping with him for some much-needed clothes. My question to you this day, who is a neighbour?  

 

Could it be that in the dialogue between Jesus and the lawyer, Jesus was teaching him how to love more deeply 

in order to earn God’s grace. Or was Jesus was exposing the lack of love this lawyer harbored toward those who 

were different. Was Jesus hoping to move him to a place of repentance? Jesus knew what it was to be loved by 

God and he wanted to share this experience with this individual.  

 

The Samaritan proved to be a neighbour while the priest and Levite did not.  A person who does not love others 

does not love God. Anyone who holds a grudge demonstrates a lack of understanding. Those who refuse to 

forgive has a false understanding of forgiveness. If we refuse to love someone based on race, nationality, or 

ethnicity we fail to recognize that this is in direct contradiction with God’s vision for all peoples.  

 

As we ponder the question,” Who is a neighbour,” it is important that we examine the love we have for others. 

As we go forward today may we do so knowing that God’s love goes beyond boundaries and we are loved 

unconditionally. 


