
Sermon Notes: “Stronger Together”  

March 17-19, Text Luke 13: 31-35, preached at Bolton United 

Church by Rev. Eleanor Scarlett. 

On this second Sunday in the season of Lent the common 

theme we hear is, ’broken but not divided.’ ‘Love will 

conquer hate.’ ‘Stronger together.’ 

We have heard the devastating news of the terrorist 

attack that has taken place in New Zeeland. We ponder 

as we ask once again “Why is this happening in our 

world.” The first words that came to my mind was “How 

long Lord, how long,” and the second was that, as this 

gun man and/or his accomplishes were gunning down 

worshipers in a Mosque, our ‘God was weeping.’   

I find it quite ironic how God’s Spirit works in our 

everyday lives. Today’s text written close to two 

thousand years ago is relevant for us today. The 

lectionary readings that we follow is on a three-year cycle 

and here we are.  Today’s reading from Luke’s gospel 

personifies all the events that have taken place in our 

world this past week.  

The attack on Muslim worshippers in New Zealand, a 

quiet, inclusive, friendly and welcoming country to 

immigrants and refugees. One wonders what is 

happening that is causing people to develop such hatred 

toward people who do not look like, or worship like them.   

 

 

 



Psalm 13:written by David as a Lamentation, we too, find 

ourselves in similar situations wherein all we can do is to 

call upon God.  “How long, O LORD? Will you forget me 

for ever? How long will you hide your face from me? How 

long must I wrestle with my thoughts and every day have 

sorrow in my heart? How long will my enemy triumph 

over me?”  

 

For most of us, whenever things go wrong in our lives we 

lean more closely onto our faith. Yesterday I did just 

that; the first thoughts that came to me were these 

words from the Psalmist. “How long Lord, how long.” 

Followed by this powerful prose, God weeps. Later as I 

began to re-read the assigned text for today, I 

recognised that Jesus lamented over Jerusalem and 

wished he could gather everyone together, just as a 

mother hen gathers her chicks under her wings, just so 

our God gather us in.”  

 

Are we at that place in our societies where we find 

ourselves no longer willing to heed the lessons Jesus 

taught?  There is a rise in nationalism currently taking 

place in our world. Wherein one group of people holds 

ultra conservative views towards those who look and 

worship different from them.  

 

There is a strong resistance toward Immigrants and 

Refugees. We shouldn’t be too composed in thinking that 

these views are not happening in our country as well. We 

recently saw a group of people wearing the yellow vests 

marching from Alberta to Ottawa. 

 



Jesus reminds us to welcome the refugee and strangers, 

to take care of the hungry, the homeless, to visit the 

prisoners. Today there is a shift in our mindset, and the 

question we ask is why?  

 

The simple and most powerful message Jesus taught us 

is to love one another. Take care of one another, to take 

care of creation, and while we are at it, to love God with 

all our hearts, this is the core of the gospel message. 

 
God’s love is revealed in and through acts of love and 

wholeness. That God is here this morning inviting us on a 

journey of transformation. A journey of peace; love and 

wholeness: God has not abandoned us! God is love and 

has offered us transformed lives even in times of 

difficulties.  

 

Let us look to the hope found in one of the slogans being 

used following the terrorist attack that killed fifty and 

wounding another fifty. “Love is stronger than hate.”    

To God be honour and glory. 


